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Ustowel Relier Commiccee

to the Workhouse was in the
course of erection at this time.

Father Eoghan
McCarthy P.P. Causeway, in
November 1847 representing the
parishes of Ballyheigue,
Causeway and Ballyduff wrote to
the Board of Guardians about the
conditions of the people there;
that the people were n_great
heln them vanons of one
hundred and fifty families were,
carried out by one landlord and.
that the local landlords were not
providing employment. On
numerous occasions he
accompanied his people to
Saleen Pier near Ballylongford
and insisted that they be given
their proper ration of grain. He
stablished a grain distribution
centre in Killury School as_,
indicated by the school inspectors
report on 2nd February 1848. By
1850 Listowel workhouse was
housing a population of over
5000 of all ages. Roughly fifty
per cent of them were children.

It was reported to the poor
law commissioners that Listowel
Guardians had ordered that food
be issued to those who were
refused entry to the workhouse
because it was full. Outdoor relief
had seized. (Dec. 1847)

Inmates slept on straw
mattresses which were placed on
timber boards arranged along the
walls with a gangway in the
centre. The heating was by way
of open turf fires. Toilet facilites

g being done to.
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provided were pots for urination.
With the overcrowding and poor
ventilation these conditions led tp
the rapid spread of disease. The
dining hall consisted of long
forms and tables, this was not
meant to be a comfortable place,
meals were eaten in silence. The
general order in the workhouses
was to subdue the spirit of the
mnmatessAn altar was erected in

d11 g hall for religious

services(The chapel). The general
decor of the interior rooms were
bare limestone walls painted with
whitewash, bare timber ceilings
and mud mortar mix made up the
ground floors. High limestone
walls surrounded the workhouse
giving a prison impression to the
inmates.

In a letter to the Nation in
Apnl 1848, Fr. Mathias s
McMahon, complained of mass

.evictions in the Causeway area hy

four Jandlords in three parishes. A
middleman named Mason was
evicting 650 persons. On William
Stoughton’s estate 120 persons
were evicted. Sandes the third
middleman denied that he turned
out anyone. In reply Fr.
McMahon said of his denial:

““ not he, good man! He only applied to them
the gentle pressure of rackrent, starvation, and
threatened imprisonment. From the ruthless
extermination now going on cverywhere, it is
clear that the landlords are determined upon
exterminating the peasantry who constitute
Ireland’s main strength. Unless some stop be
put to the murderous procecdings of these

thugs, it will scon be In vain to look for
material for an Irish nation”.
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- Auxiliary Workhouses atmosphere. Those fires and that
heated atmosphere are considered
by the poor to be the
= indispensable comfort and the
: I f ;
y 1850 the Guardians 0ss of the.m among the greatest
. of their privations.
were extending the . S
. o 1 The board is of opinion that
original building to house o
- . ventilation of every part of the
1500 more inmates. Meanwhile a
oy workhouse should be regulated to
number of auxiliary workhouses : e
. prevent excessive ventilation. The
were opened by the Listowel

Guardians. The locations included jail at Tralee which during the last
E— : Ball —= four years had for very

gologue, cons.derable period
. periods had more
Clieveragh, Bedford, The, than three times the number of

Square, B awnmorey persons. It is calculated to hold
Ballybunion, Gunsboro and . crowded into 1t without any

: increase of rate of sickness and
mortality affords abundant proof
to what extent crowding may be
safely carried among healthy
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Guardians ordered that the men in
Clieveragh be kept there during
;he:ka_y angheml)}:oye;i agstopc; d persons with due attention to
bre m%r' a;t er og wouTh cleanliness and ventilation”.

¢ sent irom the main house. The The following letter from

‘Z"a" d.lwe“ft on tg;.cg?“plam about | g \cMahon to THE NATION
the evils of establishing an tells of the misery around
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L Auxiliary workhouse as remote -

7 as Ballylongford.In justifying Ay

) ' ai
' overcrqwdmg, they claimed that Ballybunion, Listowel, 28 April
et excessive ventilation was harmful 1850 —
to the inmates P

!; Good Supply of Turf “In To Charles Cavan Duffy Esq.
i nomattr how poor basan | DearSie
- ' In this miserable and disastrous
i'iE gbundant §upp1y of fuel. The fires time the poor man's best
i"i' in the cabins are good a_nld protection lies in the advocacy of
i sufﬁc;;enﬂ¥ :hazg;artx?ilenz)b eetevery an able and honest Press. Claims

- member o y to get : )

- ) perseveringly and powerfully
—k acce]?§ to them. The cat;gas are urged cannot fail in the end to be
— smabm CO‘]’:P?“;O;;_ t(t)h S @ recognised, and even a cruel and

numbers who mnnabit them so that bloodstained Irish landlord cannot

when shut up for the night the
inmates breathe a heated

(3)

be insensible to the scorn and

execration to which an exposure
31
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trocities must surely
sub_]ect h1m This is especially
true of absentees. Unsustained by
the countenance and support of
their brothers in iniquity in Ireland
they will be often thrown into the
company of the generous and
humane in other lands , who will
regard wholesale murder in its

true light and hold its authors in
abhorrencg. 1 shall therefore
trespass on a portion of your
valuable space while I bring
before the notice of the public the
conduct ot the landlords and
condition of the people in this
locality. The landlords here may
be classed among the worst in.
Ireland, justice and humanity are
alike forgotten by them. The most
malignant fiend in hell could not

evince more indifference for the

sufferings of human-beings,
Widespread desolation but too
plainly attests their ruinous
policy. Energy is paralysed,
industry crushed and
improvement prevented by their
plundering exaction’s.

These sharks appear to
have no notion of helping their
tenantry over the present dreadful
crisis. The screw is tightened
while anything remains to be
squeezed out. According as the
poor man's pocket grows empty, .

the robber's hand is thrust more

y into if, As soon as a tenant

the smallest sign of

breaking down he is immediately
overwhelmed. He has no
indulgence to expect.
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Arrears which he thought
were perhaps forgiven or at least
would not be claimed till better
times, are required, and because
at a time when he has neither
money nor means to make it - he
cannot work a miracle to meet the
monstrous demand - the crops
which he toiled to raise are taken
away, his cattle are driven off,

-and at one swoop he is reduced to

beggary with a respectable

family. This has already befallen

many and | shudder to think is but
too often to befall many more.
Numbers there are in this
doomed district who at no distant
period shall be pining in a
workhouse, or starving, or
wandering over their own land
and all owing to the barbarity of
the landlords. By a system of
detestable injustices an incoming
tenant will get abatement which if
the former got he might hold on

Tespectably. No matter how much

of his labour and capital he may
have sunk in the land he is cast
out without a farthing
compensation. A stranger who
can advance a gale's rent has all
the benefits of his improvements.

Only two or three
landlords have made abatements
to the occupying tenants, but
these are not up to the
requirements of the time. True to
their instincts they have given
allowances on a scale so grudging
and niggardly as to keep their
serfs still trembling on the brink
of ruin and hopelessly in their
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power. There is a large tract of
Trinity College property here

which like everything connected
with that rotten and pestilent,
Institution is a veritable curse.

A Mr. St. John Blacker
holds immediately under the
college. Middlemen hold under
him. A legion of creditors hold
under them or have claims on
them. The demands of all must be
met out of the land. The college
to be sure must be paid, Mr.
Blacker must be paid, the
middlemen must be paid, the
creditors must be paid, Between
them all the unfortunate tenant is
confounded and fleeced. As each

finds it his interest to fleece all he
can out of him, he has no
abatement to get and of course
improvement and prosperity are
out of the question. The rate
collector to whom he at first
looked upon as amenable
completes his ruin.

This Mr. Blacker is a
perfect example of your cold
blooded grasping Irish landlord.
He requires the old rent without
any regard to the altered
circumstances of the times. This
tenantry must pay the entire or
give up the land. No struggling
man can well exist under him, and
the poor are allowed almost no
footing in his estate.

His example is followed by
a Mr. Meade Denis another of
our proprietors. No abatement, no
encouragement for his tenantry.
Extermination and ruin await

them if they fail in their payments.
The tenantry on the property of
Mr. Raymond which is under the
management of a Mr. Hartnett an
attorney are similarly treated, and
unless the times mend of which
there is very little appearance
their pauperism is inevitable.
Besides these there are several
other landlords whose names I
shall not now mention as 1 am not
in a position to speak with
certainty of them. In a short time
though I intend doing so. For the
present | shall merely observe of
these in general text. I don't think
there is within the compass of the
four parishes to which I am
attached, Gale, Liselton,
Killeheny and Kilconly, a single
landlord who has done his duty to
hls tenantrv that is who has given
um.as,mimwma&&d their

industry by security of tenure and

fair compensation for,

improvements.

As may be expected under such
landlords our tenant farmers are
on an inclined plane to beggary
with nothing to arrest their
course. The circle of distress is
growing wider and wider and
embracing them all. The ratepayer
of yesterday is the pauper of
today.

The dark shadow of
destitution is already at their
doors announcing the immediate
approach of dismal reality. With
expensive support, reduced
markets and overwhelming
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taxation they feel it impossible to
hold on under their present rents.
Despair of maintaining
themselves and their destitute
families in this unfortunate
country has seized them and
turned their attention to the free
and flourishing shores of
America, where away from the
extermination and plunderers
created and sustained by the
infernal policy of England they
make sure of having full security
for their lives and a certain
reward for their industry.

Extermination to an
appalling extent has been,
systematically pursued here for
years. Entire villages have

disappeared before it. Within the
past two years thirty-six families
were evicted by Mr. Meade
Denis. Ten heads of these he had
sent to America. It must however
ustice to him be said that he
has gwen very considerable
employment, not very liberally
paid for I am told yet sufficiently
to keep many from starving. If all

of his class in this locality did as
much things would certainly be in

a better state.

Within the past eighteen
months or so Mr. Hartnett
evicted thirty-two families from
the Raymond estate above _
mentioned with the concurrence if
not by the orders of his employer.
Last November Mr. Blacker
demolished a village of twenty
houses and sent the inhabitants
adrift. Last February he

34

dispossessed fifty-eight families

on a property from which he
ejected a middleman who held
under him a Mr. O'Connor a most
excellent man. These were
readmitted by him into their
houses as caretakers at a nominal
rent. The property was since
redeemed by some of Mr.
O'Connor's creditors a Mr.
Neligan of Tralee and most of the
poor people are still in their
homes. Whether or not they will
be left so I cannot say.

A month ago in the
adjoining townlands of
Ballybunion and Killeheny

twenty-six families comprising
120 souls were evicted from the
one and thirty-five families of 160
souls from the other. The former
of these belongs to a Mrs.
Harenc, the latter to a Lady
Burgeish, both absentees. Their
respective agents are a Mr. Collis
-and a Mr. Coffey who acted in
this business it must be supposed
with their sanction. When
oppressed with the ennui of high
life, desolated homesteads,
shrieking widows, screaming
orphans, groaning invalids,
broken-hearted wretches and
pale-faced starvelings will form a
refreshing picture for their
contemplation.

Nor does extermination
cease here. It is projected on a
more sweeping scale still.
Destruction is pending over three .
large townlands in the
neighbourhood. In fact all the
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- head landlords embrace with
wolfisb av1d1ty their opportunity

ponulatlon from thexr propertles
But there is a good God over -
them whose ears are not closed
against the cries of distress - for
"the oppression of the poor and
the sighing of the needy now will
I arise saith the Lord". Even in
this world their crimes shall meet

a just retribution. e

_The government is well aware of
these murderous proceedmgs The
police constables of the district
took a list of the parties lately’
evicted. It clearly intends by
means of the landlords to
exterminate the masses whose
ominous gatherings in '43 carried
terror to their hearts and which if
wisely and vigorously directed
might have rescued Ireland from
their robber gr
years ago our ancestors were

legally murdered in "Cromwell's
slaughter houses". Posterity will
recognise the workhouse boards
of these times as "the landlord
slaughter houses".

Since the spread of
destitution the workhouse system .
has been found to be destructive
of human life. But among all the
workhouses in Ireland the
Listowel one enjoys an inglorious

pre-eminence in this respect,
Throughout the winter until within
the last fortnight the mortality
there had been awful/and it is stil]
1s regarded as a.passport to
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- eternity, This mortality is sought

to be accounted for by saying that
paupers are all but dead when
they enter. The defence only
aggravates the charges. If certain
death awaits them inside why not
give them a chance of living by
relieving them outside, the more
especially as outdoor relief is by
half cheaper than indoor. But the
commissioners do not allow it

“where house room is to be had.

Again it is said that the
workhouse test must be applied
to avoid imposition.

Yet the tottering gait,
emaciated frames and the livid
countenances of the poor

- creatures but too truly evince the

direst destitution. The truth is
they are crammed into pest
houses in order that they may
perish and taxation diminish.
Every spare house around

Listowel that could be at all
- rendered fit for the purpose is

taken as an "auxiliary". Even
cowsheds are pressed into the
service. In Tarbert an old barrack
condemned as unfit for the
military was made a house for
women. Females, ill clad, ill fed,
shivering and starving are
supposed by our humane
guardians to be all right in a place
deemed unsafe for the well
supported mercenaries who are
the vile instruments of our
oppression.

In the middle of this
desolation proselytism rears its
shameless and impious head. An
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‘organised hypocrisy is set up and

amarket for the sale of
conscience opened. A basg
advantage is taken of the distress

g/ of our people to effect their.
L perversion, It is not enough for

them to be crushed in body but
they must be damned in soul.
Fearful indeed is the trial to which
they are subjected. When they are

‘devoured by hunger and their

famishing children crying to them
for food then the grinning fiend
holds out his bribe before their

eyes, This is a searching ordeal, a
cruel temptation still blessed be
God do they in general, true sons
of St. Patrick, worthy descendants
of those who braved and baffled
the fury of the p=nal laws, nobly
reject the foul advances of the
tempter. Still do they prefer
principle to perfidy and religion to
apostasy. It must be said to the
honour of the respectable
Protestants of the neighbourhood

that with the exception of two old
maids, they give this disgraceful

and abominable system no

Such then Sir 1s the state of
this locality. It may be
compressed in these four words -
extermination, emigration,

hunger and proselytism, Alas!

that we can put no check upon the
perpetrators of these calamities
save that of public opinion. Yet is
some consolation to think that a
fearless and powerful Press will
scathe and stigmatise them and

“hold them up to the indignant _

reprobation of the virtuous, the
principled and the good the wide
world over.

1 have the honour to remain, with
sincerest sentiments of esteem
and respect, your obedient
servant.

Mathias McMahon R.C.C.

Chaplain Request The
minutes of the Guardians record
that on the 29th May 1850 the
Guardians considered an
application from “RevM Walsh
requiring £40 per annum to act:
as chaplain at Ballybunion
Workhouse: Guardians reply that
the Ballybunion Auxiliary ‘
workhouse is within a few
perches of the RC chapel and the
children selected for that place
are aged from 5 to 9, the infant
Mistress being sent with them

for the purpose of affording

religious instruction to avoid the
necessity of appointing a
chaplain. Apparently then as now
bureaucracy was tight on the
purse.

Training of Boys From
the very great neglect of the
Board in not hitherto providing
for the industrial training of the
boys within the Workhouse now
numbering 1014 between the ages
of 5 and 15 and also with a view -
of lightening taxation by making
this establishment to some degree
self supporting, it is resolved by a
majority of the Guardians that
they shall without further delay
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The Catholic church was begun in 1829.350 It replaced a tem-
porary structure which had been erected about 1815 and which
was not any more impressive than the old ‘Mass-house’ which had
done service in ‘Tea (Tay) Lane’. Initially the new church con-
sisted of the cruciform-shaped body of the present church. There
were no seats in it and it had three galleries. Then between 1865
and 1867 the beautiful tower and spire were erected and finally in
1910 the present aisles were added.351

By the time the spire was erected on the Catholic church the
worst features of the Protestant ascendancy had passed and in
1869, with the disestablishment by Gladstone of the Protestant
State Church in Ireland, the legal fiction that all Irish people were
Protestant or at least ought to be was ended for ever.

Proselytism

Earlier in the nineteenth century a determined and constructive
effort was made to propagate the Protestant faith in Ireland. This
effort, which began at a time when it had already become obvious
that legal sanctions could no longer be effectively used to promote
the spread of Protestantism, was largely inspired by John Wesley
(he toured Ireland nineteen times). In any case, it was an integral
part of the later Revivalist Movement, some of whose members
regarded Ireland as a good area for missionary activity. The
sincerity and dedication of these nineteenth-century proselytisers
contrasted sharply with the various sporadic and half-hearted
efforts made up to that time by Protestant churchmen to convert
the Irish.

One of the most formidable barriers hampering the efforts of
earlier proselytisers had been the Irish language and so “The Irish
Society for the promotion of the education of the Native Irish
through the Medium of their own language’ was founded in 1818.
The purpose of the society was to teach ‘the Native Irish’ to read

350. L¥.C., School MS 406:54-5. It was one of the many churches erected
during the episcopacy (1824-56) of Cornelius Egan who also founded eight
convents and over two hundred schools. See D. A. Reidy, The diocese of
Kerry, 40. )

351. Kerry Diocesan Archives, Killarney, Diaries of Drs Moriarty and
Mangan. See also LF.C., School MS 406 :54.5. For more on St Mary’s Cath-
olic church, see pp. 502-3. -
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the Bible in their own language and thereby wean them
_.the errors of Popery’; Because some members of the society i

their_zeal for converts made adherence to Protestantism a pres.

condition for receiving food, in effect, soup, before and, mmwao“mnw. »
during the famine period, the converts of the society became known -
as_‘Soupers’. ‘ ‘ ‘ -

Despite the fact that the Protestant proselytisers were active
throughout Kerry between 1820 and about 1860 their only signi-
ficant successes in the county occurred in the areas around Dingle,
Brosna and Kilgarvan. They do not appear to have been particu-
larly successful in the Listowel area, although there is evidence that
‘they were active in Ballybunion and Moyvane.

N One of the most enthusiastic promoters of this work was a

Thomas Dowling, a convert and inspector of schools for “The Irish
Society’. Probably a native of Ardfert, he travelled throughout the
county in the course of his work for the society. He spent a good
deal of his time in the Dingle area and also in the vicinity of
Brosna. Later he was active in Moyvane. In 1845 he was at Farren-
pierse near Ballybunion, where he intended to build a house.
However, this occasioned serious opposition. A number of local
people even destroyed his building materials on June 17. Accord-
ing to a report in the Kerry Evening Post of June 21, this incident
was sparked off by a denunciation of Dowling which had been
made by a priest in Ballybunion some time previously. The
destruction of Dowling’s building materials was carried out,
seemingly, in the mistaken belief that he was setting up a school-
house to further his work in the area. In any case, the reaction of
the local people underlies the steadfastness with which they with-
stood the efforts of the proselytisers and the bitterness occasioned
by the latter’s activities.

= Like the penal laws, the work of the proselytisers seems only to
have strengthened the Catholic faith of most of the people. Unlike
the penal laws, however, it did a grave disservice to the Irish
language which in many places suffered irreparably by being
associated with proselytism in the minds of the people.352

352. For most of the above, see P. de Brin, ‘An tAthair Brasbie’,
K.A.HS.J. 2 (1969) 38-58; and Filiocht Shedin Ui Bhraondin (Baile Atha
Cliath 1972) 18-24,
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powder (for export to the European Economic Community) was
established beside the main factory. This plant also has a daily
intake of 150,000 gallons of milk and employs another fifty people.

The Presentation Convent

was founded on 6 May 1844 when, following an invitation from
Father Jeremiah (Darby) Mahony, four Sisters came from Mill-
town to open a school at Listowel. The need for the school was
underlined by the fact that on the day it opened 300 pupils
attended and soon afterwards there were 500 girls from Listowel
and the surrounding area on the rolls. Initially some adults, who
were being prepared for Confirmation, also attended.

Scarcely had the Sisters begun to raise funds to build an ade-
quate school and a chapel when they were faced with the catas-
trophe of 1846-7. The Sisters courageously tackled the problems
posed by the famine. Utilising their own somewhat scanty resour-
ces, and donations received from benefactors, they succeeded in
serving their pupils a substantial breakfast of bread, a mug of
boiled rice and a little milk almost every morning during those
dreadful years.

By 1848 the community was destitute and some of the Sisters,
due to overwork and undernourishment, had become ill and Q.Wm.
However, from this time on the situation improved. In 1848 the
authorities succeeded in effectively distributing money, subscribed
in England for the relief of famine in Ireland, to local bodies and
the Sisters received some of this in the form of a daily supply of
rye bread, with which they continued to feed their pupils. Some-
thing of the faith and courage of the early members of the com-
munity can be imagined from the fact that they built their chapel
in 1849 and only four years later they put up an infant school
and a number of classrooms.

In 1853, probably prompted, at least in part, by the fact that
their convent was dedicated to the Holy Cross, the Sisters erected
a_large cross on the outside of their school. Soon afterwards the
Commissioners of National Education ordered it to be taken down
in_accordance with the rules of the National School Board. When
this order was ignored, the Sisters received a series of letters from
the Commissioners, urging them to comply with the order. And,
when Father Michael J. McDBonnell was appointed parish priest of
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Listowel in 1856, he refused to become manager of the convent
school until the offending cross was removed. However, in spite
of these pressures, the Sisters did not take down the cross.

One is given an insight into their continuing service of the people
of the area by the Report of the Commissioners of National Educa-
tion in Ireland of 1870. It seems that the desire of parents to have
their children educated by the Sisters was so great that during the
previous three years an average of eighty girls boarded in the town
in order to be able to attend the convent school. The Sisters were
also distributing food and clothing to their more-needy pupils at

“this time. Whereas the distribution of clothing took place at a few

stated times during the year, some 100 out of the school’s 500
pupils received a meal of bread and milk or bread and coffee
(when milk was scarce) or bread and soup (in the winter time)
each day.

The convent school has developed considerably down through
the years. A large primary school was built in 1883, and the
secondary school was opened in 1942, both being built out of the
Sisters’ own funds. A science laboratory and a gymnasium were
built in 1967 and, with the advent of free secondary education,
three further classrooms had to be added to the secondary school
in 1969. In 1973 the community numbered twenty-eight, and in
the school-year 1972-73 there were 384 pupils with ten teachers
(of whom nine were Sisters) in the primary school and 400 pupils

with twenty teachers (of whom nine were Sisters) in the secondary.

Besides educating most of the girls of Listowel and its vicinity
for over a hundred years the Sisters have also made a significant
contribution to Ireland’s missionary effort abroad. When the
Presentation Sisters of the Kerry diocese established two new con-
vents in California, one at Uplands in 1955 and the other at
Montclair in 1959, three Sisters from Listowel convent were among
the foundresses. Also, many girls, who attended the convent
schools and later joined religious orders, have served overseas.

In 1971-2 extensive repairs were carried out on the convent
chapel, which is dedicated to Mary Immaculate.11

11. Much of the above information is taken from the convent diary,
Presentation Convent, Listowel.
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“APPENDIX 1
ORIGINS OF SOME NORTH KERRY FAMILIES

It would take a specialist to unravel exhaustively the origins of
all the families making up the present population of north Kerry
in general and Listowel in particular. However, the general origins
of many of the surnames which were and are common to the
district are well known and some can be associated with historical
events.

The Broder or Broderick, Kennelly, O’Connor and Scanlan
families are probably the oldest in the district.! Close behind these
are the McCarthy, Moriarty, O’Connell, O’Donoghue, O’Mahony,
O’Shea and O’Sullivan families. The bearers of these surnames
moved into the district from south Kerry. Apparently the
Tarrants or Trants are of Norse extraction. The ancestors of the
area’s Bolands, Corridans, Keanes, MacMahons,2 Mulvihills,
O’Briens and many of the O'Carrolls (very often Carroll) origin-
ated in County Clare. The Brownes, Cantillons, Fitzgeralds, Fitz-
maurices,3 McElligotts, Marshalls, Piercest and Stacks are of
Norman descent. The Elizabethan settlement brought in Blenner-
hassetts (some eventually became Hassetts), Chutes, Crosbies,
Dennys, Hollys, Raymonds, Stoughtons and Wilmots.

The transplantation of some of the O’Moore septs from Laois to
Kerry by Sir Arthur Chichester in 1608 was responsible for the

-

1. The O’Connor family was the most important of these. Many of those
so named were descended from the O’Connor of Kerry and later of Carrig-
afoyle, the great Gaelic princely family of the area. For more on the O’Con-
nors, see J. F. MacMahon, ‘The rise and fall of Carrigafoyle’, Shannonside
Annual 1958, 39-53; ibid. 1959, 44-50; ibid. 1960, 44-5, 83-8. See also T.
Pierce, ‘The O’Connors’, Shannonside Annual 1956, 63-6; and ‘Tarbert and
its lords’, Shannonside Annual 1958, 77-87.

2. The late J. F. (Jack) MacMahon suggested that some of the
MacMahons of north Kerry were descended from a Mahon O°Connor
and thus were really a branch of the O’Connors (see J. F. MacMahon,
Shannonside Annual 1958, 53).

3. The Fitzmaurices and the Fitzgeralds, to a lesser extent, were the most
influential families in this area for quite a long time (see Chapters 3 and 7).

4. For an excellent account of the Pierces, see J. H. Pierse, ‘The origin of
the Pierse family of Co. Kerry’, K.A.H.S.J. 5 (1972) 14-32.
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district’s strong representation of Dees, Dorans, Dowlings, Kellys,
Lawlors and Moores. Seemingly the McEvoys, another one of the
transplanted septs, did not flourish in their new environment (see
M. G. Dowling, ‘The Crosbie agreement of 1607°, Journal of the
Co. Kildare Archaeological Society 13 (1946-7) 143). The Crom-
wellian settlement introduced the Amory, Bateman, Boyle, Carri-
que (Carrig), Collis, Cooper, Day, Godfrey, Gun, Hickson, Owens,
Ponsonby, Sandes, Stoute and Sweetman families to the area. After
the Williamite victory of 1691 the Gentleman, Hewson, Hilliard,
Julian and Leslie families arrived. Finally, the surnames Binner
(Benner), Bovenizer, Fizell (Fitzell), Glazier (Gleasure), Hoffman,
Latchford, Millar (Miller) and Switzer, which were formerly more
common in the area, owe their origin, for the most part, to sixteen
“Palatine’ families who were settled on the Blennerhassett estate
near Tralee between 1746 and 1776.
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eile, daoine ag teacht le chéile, agus 0s cionn an mhonabhair fear
ag fogairt Os ard ‘TA KRUGER TACAITHE .

Nora Ni Shtilliobhain

Buiochas

Ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a ghabhail le Padraig O Néill, Tigh
Khrugeir, Dun Chaoin, as ucht a chabhrach. T4 mo bhuiochas ag dul
amhlaidh do bheirt ata ar shli na firinne, Cait beanchéile Mhuiris
Caomhanach agus Peig a dheirfiir. Thugadar dom scribhinni Mhuiris
as a bhfuil bonus an eolais ata san aiste togtha. Ta mo bhuiochas ag dul
freisin do Néra Ni Shuilliobhain i dtaobh a comhairle,

|
H
!

KILDARE PLACE SOCIETY IN KERRY
PADRAIG de BRUN
v
SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION *

By 1841, perhaps one-third of the pupils in the country were being
taught in publicly-endowed National schools,! which were al-
ready beginning to displace the private schools of the type described
by the education commissioners of 1824 as pay schools and gener-
ally called hedge schools by contemporaries, these having contained
about 70% of the school population in 18242 and being most effected
by the growth of the National system. ,

The Kildare Place Society contributed directly and indirectly to this
transformation of the educational scene, a transformation which was
well under way in Kerry in 1841, with about 40% of pupils in

*My thanks are due to Dr Kenneth Milne and the Board of Governors of the Church
of Ireland College of Education for allowing me to publish the material under their
control and to Mr Harold Hislop for his helpfulness in making documents available to
me.

Now that the Kildare Place archives have been sorted and arranged, precise refer-
ences can be provided for letters and loose papers and these are given below by box
and item number, in the form e.g. ‘KPS 1/131°. Reference to the preceding instal-
ments in this series is made by volume and page of this journal in exceptio: al cass
only, the name of a school or teacher usually sufficing for the location of a particular
item, in one of the alphabetical sequences(I. Schools etc., Aglish — Gunsborough,no. 12
(1979) 71-118 above; IL. Do., Kells — Waterville, no. 13 (1980) 82-137; 11a. 3chools,
addenda, Ardfert — Waterville, no. 14(1981) _m.\.qﬁE.Homnro_.m.>Bn:~l¢<m=mmam.
no. 15-16 (1982-3) 113-52). Abbreviations are in no. 12 (1979) 63-9 and no. 15-16
(1982-3) 112-13 above.

1. The attendance during the week ending 6 June 1841 of 60% of the 279,711

scholars on National School rolls for the September half-year 1841 (Commissioners
of National Education in Ireland, 8th report (1842 for 1841) 13) would have
accounted for 33.4% of the total of 502,950 pupils returned for all schools in the

same week by the census commissioners (1841 census-report, p. xxxviii). Even if 60%

be too high as a weekly average — daily averages were reckoned at less than 40% (N.
Atkinson, Irish education: a history of educational institutions (Dublin 1969) 101)
and at about 50% (National Library ms 7648, item 1, f. 4) in the 1850s — it is likely
that pay schools would have been less effected by absenteeism than National schools,
so that the latter would tend to account for a higher fraction of the total numbers
being educated than might appear from a comparison of attendances at a particular
eriod.

w. G. Balfour, The educational systems of Great Britain and Ireland 2nd ed. (Oxford
1903) 79, 104.
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