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CHAPTER XV.
4

It was » very great advance when *..._5 Irish
Society of London agreed to carry on Eﬁmuaoumam..
work in Ireland, and when the ooEn:n_Em. Ww
the Special Fund agreed to supply EE.E wigh
the means; it gave ns a vantage ground from
which there was every prospect _c». more en-
larged sunccess. The feeling of a large HEE_H.MH.
of the Irish clergy were awakened wc the
necessity for such a movement. - Thiz wag
tested in a striking manner. In January
1847, the Rev. Thomas 4S.mm.mn.mmmw3m a
Pplan for sending relief to the famishing peoples

in JIreland, which was acted npon to some

in England should put himself into communi-
cation with the clergyman of one parish in
Ireland—that the English flock Lm#omnm con
jbute towards the support of the Irish flock,
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receiving from the Irish cler man anthent]
Teporis of the week] condition of the eople
npon which reports the hoxt week’
tions were raised in the English

execution of this schems was entry

atrusted maipnly
%o the committes of the
London, which

nce with n
and there were 250 applica-

clergymen to recolve the
f the 250, 1o Tower than 124 asked
services of g Norg ture-Reader for
Missionary work amongst their Roman Catholie
parishioners, . :

Grants were made by the Special Fuand
Committes for arbicular cases. It was thy,
that a salary was allowed to My, O’Callagh
for his work af Ommam_w@_.wm_ which has been
Tecorded ;

and in Janoary, 1848, the Irish
Society of London voted a1 increaged salary

to him, which was necessary to secure hig
ordination.

Gradually the minds of the good men
engaged in these two committees opened to
Perceive the real nature of the work in the
12
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TugLann.  On reviewing that period, the Committee have
abundant cause of thanksgiving to God, for the liberyl

countributions entrusted to their disposal, and for the

important aid (amounting to about £9000) which they,
have thereby been able to afford to the Religious Socteties

of Ireland in their hour of extreme need and peril. Nor
have they less cause of thankfulness, that the same period
has enabled them to acquire a much larger knowledge
and experience than they originally possessed, of the most
pressing spiritual wants of Ireland, and also a stronger
conviction as to the character of the remedial agency best
adapted to the relief of those wants.

In their Report of last February, and in their Supple-
mentary Statement of July, the Committee announced
their resolution to furnish pecuniary aid for the maintenance
of Curates, to be appointed to labour among the Roman

Catholics. ~That resolution has been [ully justified by
more recent events; and now the providence of God
appears to afford such openings for the direct teaching and
preaching of the Gospel in Ireland, as to suggest to the
Committee the propriety of devoting their efforts in future,
prineipally to the prosecution of that object. While the
Committee have felt the difficuity of continging before
the Public in the character of a collector only for other
institutions, the all-important object of an adequate supply
of Curates for the Roman Catholics, which has not
hitherto been undertaken by any Society, will, the Com-
mittee doubt not, strongly commend itself to the con-
sciences of British Protestaats,

The way has been, in God's good providence, remarkably
prepared. The relizious societies which bave long
laboured for the good of Ireland, and most of which have

been aided by the Special Fund,—the Irish, the Churchs

Education, the Scripture Readers’, and the Additional

3°
Curates” Societies, the Achill and Dingle Missions, the
Irish Island, the Hibernian Bible, the Ladies Hiberman
Female School, the Cork Pastoral Aid, the Sunday Schopl
and other Societies,—have largely been spreading SCTLp-
tural hight and truth, and thus have become harbinvers of
more direct missionary efforis. The way has beeu yet
further opened by those terrible allictions, which ta the
last 1wo years have visited that distressed country. In
some parts of the West and South, in places where the
darkness of Romanism had béen the greatest, the people
have cordially welcomed Protéstant instruction, and there
is good reason for believing dhis disposition to be more
diffused than is generally supphbsed.

Under these n?n:aﬁﬁsn%. the chz.dm.:on. while
heartily wishing a larger support to 2ll the present religi-
ous societies, have yet felt the need of a more distinet
missionary effort in the Established Church to the Roman
Catholic_population_of Ireland. _Accordingly, they have
already appropriated funds, to employ faithful and ap-
roved men, ordained for the purpose by the Bishops of
Tuam, Killaloe, and_Cashel. in their respective dioceses;
and they propose, as the Public shall enable them, to
muitiply such labourers. It appears to them that a more
direct missionary effort to th¢ Roman Catholics should
henceforth be the chief object which the Committee should
aim at, under the slightly modified title of *“ Tue SeeciaL
Funp ror Cuuncn Missions 'ro Tue Roman Catuonics
oF IRELAND.” p
" The missions supported by’ the fund in the county of
Galway, are aiready giving the'most encouraging prospects
of success; and the Bishop of Tuam has manifested his
conviction of the reality of thé work, by promptly afford-
ing facilities for the ordinatiop of Irish-speaking clergy.
The missionary Curales ordain&l by the Bishops of Killaloe
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and Cashel, are also already actively envaged in the
work.

The following extract from the letier of a very intelli-
gent observer of passing events, who spent part of the
last summer in Ireland, addressed to a member of the
Committee, expresses what they believe to be the prevail-
ing opinion among the best-informed in that country, as to
the duty and probable effects of such & mission as is
contemplated by the committee :

1 epent a part of the past sammer with +,* and was ai some
pains to gather information as to the hold which popery, as a religion,
really has on the minds of the Irish peopls. 1 learnt then, what I
bave since had abundantly confirmed, that the mind of the people
seems to have outgrown it. If was my friend’s decided conviction,
that there never was a time when, burnanly speaking, controversial
reaching or discussion was 8o likely to bt nttended with soceess o
that if taken ndvantage of, the result could scarcely be over-estimated B
but if neglected) the danger was imminent,—that emancipation wonld
Issue jn tendencies as bad or worse, of an opposite description,-—that

it would be in fact, but an exchange of Popery for Communiam aod
Infidelity. I_have o letter from the Bishop of y written

some two or Lhres weeks back, in which he says the same thing."
Hitherto the united Church of England and Ireland has
chiefly confined ‘ts attention to the Protestant population,
and has hardly at all been employed in the direct preach-
ing of the gospel to the Roman Catholics of Ireland; and
this has been stated by some to be its necessary position.
The Irish clergy for generations, have, in a greal measure,
restricted their ministry to the Protestants, so that our
Roman Catholic brethren have been generally left without
the faithful preaching of the gospel, and in a practical
exclusion from the Lruth as it is in Jesus. Neither English
nor Irish Christians ought longer”io suffer such a paiuful
state of things to continue. To send missions Lo the

* Ooe of the must eminent clergywen in Ireland.
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distant heathen, and to neglect those in Roman darkness
al home, is a glariug incousistency.

It is allowed that very serious difficuities have hitherto
obstructed attempts for bringing the gospel before Roman
Catholics in Treland, and that comparatively few of -the
Protestant parachial clergy are in circumstances to provide
even for the efficient instruction of their widely-scattered
Protestant parishioners, and the support of their scliools,
to say nothing of local and vmqwnrmu_ institutions, and the
clamorous importunity of a half-pauperized population.
The great reduction of. their diclesiastical revenues, und
their ubsolutle dependence upon m,”: impaverished proprietary;
render it absolutely impossible for numbers of their body
Lo provide the means of instrucijon for the Roman Catholic
part of their parishioners. It _is to overcome this
inary obstacle to the discharge of a great, urgent, and
national duty, that such an agency as your Committee
would now recommend, becomes not only most imporiant,
but indispensable ; and they feel persuaded that the pro-
posal will be as cheerfuily responded to by many of the
most zealons of the Irish clergy, as it will be bountifully
supported by the christian public in this country.

Experience has proved that lectures, in large towns, on
the differences between the Church of Eogland and the
Church of Rome, are not unacceptable to Roman Catho-
lics; and in such manifestdtions of Christian truth,
broadly and strongly contrasied with the fatal errors of
the Church of Rome, we way lope for much of the
special blessing given al the Reformation. This form of
instruction is remarkably calculated to awaken the con-
science, and exercise the understanding, of the grea} mass
of Roman Catholice in Ireland:

The regulations on whiclt the Committee
actiug, are to the lollowing efi&ct

relim -
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I. At the request of incumbents, they will support
Assistant Ministers, 1n parishes containng a large Roman
Catholic_population. The nomiration and appointment
of these ministers to be subject to rules simifar to those of
the Church Pastoral Aid Society) with the understanding
that ministration to Lhe Remaz Catholics, shall be their
distinct and peculiar object.

I11. Assistant Ministers may also be appointed uader the
direction of the Bishop, for the Romun Catholics of a

whole diacese.

111 In panshes where the incumbent would be favour-
able to such efforts, the temporaiy services of able and
men, in visiting districts, giving lectures,
igs, may be engaged.

IV. Courses uf Lectures, by competent lecturers, on
the great subjects in controversy between the Churches of
England and Rome, will be encouraged and upheld in the
principal towns in Ireland.

V. The Committee to be at liberty, according to its

furtherance of the couversion of the Roman_Catholjc

population of lIreland, by means consistent with the
principles of the united Church of Eneland and Ireland.

Vi. The Committee will gladly be the medium of
sending any aid contributors may wish to appropriate to
the religious Societies they have already assisted ; and a
friendly intercourse shall be maintained with other Protes-
tants eogaged in the same benevoleut design of communi-
cating the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Roman Catholics
of Ireland.

The Committee are fully aware that no plan of such a
mission as they recommend, can be definitely laid down,
independently of the teaching of experieace itself. They
confidently appeal to the authority of Scripture, in support
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of the duty of a_mission to the syperstitious and ignorant.
millions of Ireland; and they ca8, with equal confidence,
appeal to the bistorical testimony of the Reformation, for
proof of the fact that the diffusion of the Holy Scriptures
with the preaching of the glorious gospel of the grace of
God, is precisely the course which was followed in every
country to which the light of the Reformation extended.
But there are many circumstanges peculiar to the com-
plicated and anomalous condilign of society in Ireland,
which must exert a modifying m_m_smnnm upon any system
of general instraction, applicablg to the Roman Catholic
part of the population. Yet théy feel assared that many
of what may be considered the dffficulties and impractica-
bilities of the plan recommended}, will be found to vanish
before a faithful and persevering preaching of the Gospel,
in connection with the united Church. It rests with
British Christians, whether the Committee shall be enabled
to maintain and iocrease these truly missionary efforts of
our Church for the conversion of the Roman Catholic
population. The importance of ‘the work cannot easily be
overrated, as it regards the safety, prosperity, and peace
of the British empire, and even the temporal interests
of the English parishes, now burdened with Irish poor.
The Committee are sure that® they express the feelings
of a vast majority of their brefhren in this country when
they say,  we must care for the souls of Irish Roman
Catholics; we must do what %e can to give them the
blessings of the Gospel. 'They m_.m our fellow-countrymen,
they are our neighbours. Next to the neglected masses
in England, they have the first claim on our missionary
exertions; and it is the most ¥itally important national
duty of British Christians, to an for them. When judg-
ments are being poured out on Apostate Christendom, and
we are yet so mercifully wtw..ﬁmu we must lift up the pre-
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dicted oice of heavenly entreaty to those in Roman
apostacy, * Come out of her my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and receive not of ber plagues.’
May we British Christians, repenting of past neglect,
acknowledge we are verily guilty concerning our brother,
in that we saw the anguish of his soul, and would not hear.
May we now bring forth fruits meet for repentance,”

The Committee have now ouly a balance of less than
£700, the remnant of the former fund, to carry on this
great undertaking, and they wait for those supplies which
Christian faith and love will furnish. If jt shall please
God to dispose His servants to
labourers may be sent forth, to fie
harvest, Tn_a country where we are specially bound to
labour. But the Commiltee would still more earnestly
implore the prayers of their Christian friends, that it may
Please God .to remove all impediments that may yet be in
the way of this work of mercy, and that His word may
have free course and be glorified in Ireland.

EDWARD BICKERSTETH,
ALEX. R. C. DALLAS.
Hon. SecrETARIES.
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