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Tha Penal Laws in Ireland
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Taken from The British Empire in the Nincteenth Century (Chapter V.) by Edgar Sanderson
(1898)

Penal laws against Lhe Raman Catholics—Restrictions 5 npon Insh industries and trade— The Trish
Parliament—Flood and Gratlan—Convention of Dungannon—"Whitchoys™ and "Uniled rishmen™—
Formation of "Orange” lodges—Cruclties practised on the Roman Catholics—irish rehellion of 1798 —

Act for union with Great Britain pussed.

For ncarly a century after the last conquest of Ireland, under William the Third, that unhappy
country was quiescent with the hy of exhaustion, mig gir. In Elizabeth's
reign the native Celts had been hunted like wild beasts: their faith had been ibedd; their
lands had been largely confiscated. Great further land robheries were perpetrated in the days
of , his son Charles, | » amd William the Third. In one quarter alone,
Ulster, the_Protestant "plantation” of Scottish and English settlers, formed by James the
First, was there any real prosperity.

After the surrender of Limerick in 1691, the treaty which promised religious freedorn to the

Cathalies was _grossly violated, and they were made subject to the action of s¢vere "penal
laws”_pasced, in the lrish parliament, an assembly composed of Protestanl lords, and of

members returned for boroughs controlled by the crown or by patrons or by close
corporations, and for counties dominated in election affairs by greal proprielors of land.

Catholics were not permitted to keep school: to 2o beyond seas, or to send others thither, for,
1 C i is { o] i L3 2 0

gducation in the Romish religio nt

the possession of an estate in Ircland. Children of mixed marriages were always to be brought

up in the Protestant faith.

~hold 2 commission in the army or navy, or be a private soldier. Neo Catholic could hold anv

nt in the state, or be a member of any corporation, or vote for

members of the Commons, or, if he were a peer, sit or vote in the Lords. Almaost all these
pwﬂw enforced by law against any Protestant who married g
~atboli _‘_nu-__ i i

A Papist” could not be puardian to anv child. nor hold land, nor possess arms. Ie could not

hasaleony. with Lransportation, to teach the Cathalic religion, and treason,
as atholic faith, The legislation devised for
the Irish Catholics in that evil lime was described by Burke as "a machine as s well fitted for

_me.ﬁ_amﬁs_mmﬂebﬁe_mm in them
olhumao.natuce itsell, as cver proceeded from the perverted ingenuity of man”.
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‘ is
an American widow's accounl of her
travels in Ircland in 1844-45 on the
eve of the Greal Famine. Sailing from
New York, she set out to determine the
condition of the Irish poor and
discover why so many wire emigrating
to her home country. Mrs Nicholson's
recollections of her tour among the
prasantry are  still revealing and
gripping today. The author returned to
Irelznd in 1847- 49 to help with famine
relief and recorded those experienee:
in the rather harrowing
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(1898)

f terh

The_legislation against Irish industries had its origin in the narrow and selfish spirit of

_commercial monopoly in England which had devised the Navigation Acts against the carrying
trade of the Dutch, and was displayed by her in commercial dealings with her "plantations”
and colonics in the seventeenth and eighieenth eenturics. Irish manufactures and trade were
openly suppressed and_extirpated. In the reign of Charles the Second, Irish land was chiefly
used for pasture, and Irish wealth was derived from the export of cattle, meat, butter and
cheese to western English ports. The English landowners complained, and laws of 1665 and
1680 prohibited the importation of all this Irish produce into England. Her trade with the
colonies was ruined hy legislation which forbade exports thither save in English ships, or
imports thence except with first unlading in English harbours.

When the Trish landowners were prevented from exporting their cattle to England, they
raised large flocks of sheep and began a manufacture in wool. English jealousy was again
aroused, and in 169y Irish woollens were excluded from the English and all foreign markets.
‘rhousands of workmen left Ulster for America and the Continent, and the: country was once
marereduced to penury, when the people were thrown for sustenance entirely upon the land.
The ligens of Ireland, and some manufactures in cotton, were also shut cut from the English

_markets by heavy duties. The Lrade in beer and malt was heavily taxed, and, under George the
Seeond, severe restrictions were laid on Irish manufactures in glass, paper, velvel, hats, and
other articles. The breaking up of land from pasture into arable was restricted by legislation,
and disastrous famines arose from time to time in the failure to grow sufficicnt corn,
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an American widow’s account of her
travels in Ireland in 1844-45 on the
eve of the Great Famine. Sailing from
New York, she sct out to determine the
condition of the Irish poor and
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to her home country. Mrs Nicholson's
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