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ORPHAN GIRLS TO AUSTRALIA SCHEME

This initiative provides an interesting sidelight to the Famine emigration story.
Between October, 1848 and August, 1850 over 4,000 female orphans arrived in
Australia from Irish workhouses as part of Earl Gre 's (British Secret f
State for Colonies) pauper emigration scheme. Earl Grey thought that he could
solve Australia's problems of a shortage of labour and an imbalance of the

leviating the overcrowding in Ireland's famine-filled workhouses. His
scheme met with some degree of opposition from Australian colonists and the
orphan girls received a far from universal welcome in Australia. Nevertheless,
most of these girls went on to forge new and successful lives for themselves in

their adopted country.

] ] ] Fi in Australia. Trevor
McClaughlin reproduces from the s pping records lists of names of the 4,000
girls who were sent "Down Under". Approximately 100 of these girls were from
workhouses in County Meath: 26 from Kells, 25 from Navan, 12 from Trim, 16
from Dunshaughlin and 22 from Oldcastle. There were also a few girls sent
from the Ardee Union workhouse whose home places were in County Meath.

The following is a list of the orphan girls transported, according to Poor Law
Union. More research would need to be done at the Australian end to plot the
subsequent histories of each of these girls but this would make an interesting
study. Suffice it to say that most of these hundred or so girls from Meath
probably experienced a better life by emigrating than the fate that would have
awaited them had they remained in the workhouses.

Note: In most cases the girl's name, age and homeplace is given, followed by
the names of her parents and whether they are dead or alive (and, if so, where).

Where girls of the same surname and parents are listed together it can be
assumed that they are sisters. In many cases, the homeplaces of the girls have
been mis-spelt (or mis-heard} in the records. In most instances the correct
place-name can be guessed. In these instances | have recorded the original
(mis-spelt) version in square brackets afterwards.

KELLS POOR LAW UNION

Arrived in Sydney on the ship "John Knox" on 29th April, 1850.

Anne Bradley (18) Dulane [Dooling]. Parents: James & Mary (mother in Kells).
Biddy Brady (18) Moynalty [Menalty]. Patrick & Anne (mother in Kells).
Catherine Burd (18) Kilmainham [Kilmanam]. Michael & Judith (both dead).
Mary Callaghan (16} Kells. John & Rose {mother in Kells).
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Mary Clarke (18) Moynalty [Menalty]. Michael & Mary ( both dead ) .
Bridget Clarke (15) Moynalty [Menalty]. Michael & Mary ( both dead ) .
Mary Costello {18) Mullagh. Owen & Ally (mother in Kells),

Mary Lovett (18) Kilskyre [Kilskee]. Owen & Ann (both dead).

Mary McCabe (16) Kells. Owen & Ann ( both dead ).

Elizabeth McConnell (18) Whitewood. Lawrence & Peggy (both dead).
Judith McDonough (18) Kells. Peter & Mary (both dead).

Margaret Maguire (16) Kilskyre [Kilskeath]. Michael & Ann (both dead).
Anne Murtagh (17) Kilmainham (Kilmanim). Peter & Kitty ( both dead ) .
Elizabeth Norris (1 6) Oristown [Ormistown]. Peter & Betty (both dead)
Bridget Norris (15) Oristown [Ormistown). Peter & Betty { both dead } .
Mary Oxe (16) Mullagh. Phillip & Bridget (both dead)

Ann Patterson (18) Nobber [Nabber]. Henry & Bridget (mother in Kells)
Frances Plunkett (16) Dulane [Dooleen]. John & Mary (both dead)

Rose Sheridan (18) Kilskyre (Kilskeath). Brian & Catherine (both dead]).
Jane Smith (16) Kilskyre [Kilskeath). Brian & Bridget (both dead).
Mary Smith (18} Kilskyre [Kilskeath]. Brian & Bridget (both dead).
Bridget Smith ({14) Kilskyre [Kilskeath]. Brian & Bridget (both dead].

Arrived Sydney on ship "William & Mary" on 21st November, 1849,
Rose Farrelly (16) Moynalty [Menalty]. John & Mary (mother in Navan) .

Arrived in Port Phillip, New South Wales on ship "New LiverPool"
on 9th August, 1849. Transferred on "Raven" to Portland, Victoria.
Mary Riley (16) Nobber [Nabber], Possibly Ardee Union,

NAVAN POOR LAW UNION

Arrived in Sydney on ship "William and Mary" on 21st November, 1849,

Betsy Boyle (16) Near Navan, Parents: John & Biddy (both dead ).
Elizabeth Carry (16) Castletown. David & Mary ( both dead ) .
Mary Clarke (15) Simonstown, Patrick & Peggy (mother in Navan ).
Anne Clarke (18) Simonstown, Patrick & Peggy (mother in Navan).
Catherine Collins (14) Navan, Patrick & Mary (father living).
Bridget Cummins (16) Slane. John & Rose (both dead).

Mary Divine ( 16) Yellow Furze [Vellowr Rivel Afiaie 1 o . -
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NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS

These are just a few highlights from newspapers of the time.

DEATH BY STARVATION
MEgaty HERALD

2nd May, 1846,
tter to the editor by Rev. Patrick Guinty of the Kell f

[This very lengthy and extensive letter details several case studies of famine
victims, of which the following is but onej.

"April 27 - PM.G.. (initials only given) living in the parish of Kells,
Labourer: having lwo sons and three daughters: one in_fever for
fifteen days, unfit to be removed, no food in hjs house today: could
not buy a half-penny worth of food or milk: lying all of them in their
clothes; the shreds of their two blankets given to cover the sici boy;
Jor want of clothes and every thing (as_the father himself says)
unable to sleep: sittin ight: ’
rartec i s st son o 1o Americs s o e 0%
miles without his breakfast to get a last look at his parting son....."

DRroGHEDA ARGUS

22 January 1848,

T

recorded].
Report on the in uest into the deaths of Eliza ,
necessaries of life."”

26 February 1848

Report on corener's inquest at Rathcoon, parish of Kiiberry (near Navan), of
Michael Kelly, a stranger, found dead in the outhouse of a_man named Hughes,
Deceased had been offered food in Hughes's

of a_man named Conlon. However, because of his condition, he had been

unable to take the food even when it was given to him.

Verdict: "Death by Starvation"
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CRIME

17th July 1847,

Reported that Ellen Carthy (aged 36) had been sentenced at the Trim Assizes to
three months hard labour for stealing a sheet and some ribbon from the house
of Owen Farrelly of Kells. The woman pleaded guilty but claimed that "poverty
overcame her when she saw her poor orphan starving ."

At the same Assizes William Kelly (19), James Lynch (29), John Robinson (19),
James Butterfield (18), Pat McCabe {21) and 40 others were charged with
having tumultuously assembled on 5th May at Causestown (cutside Kells) and
having seized two sheep belonging to Patrick Barnewall to roast and eat. The
men pleaded that they were “starving” and Judge Doherty discharged them.

26 February 1848,

Report that two Connaughty brothers were each sentenced to seven years’
transportation at the Trim Assizes for killing and fleecing two sheep belonging
to Patrick Dillon of Girley (near Kells } .

James Doyle ( 18) sentenced to three months hard labour for absconding from
Kells workhouse with Union clothes.

FREEMAN'S JOURNAL
24th October, 1845

Extract from letter by Fr. Nicholas McEvoy, P.P.Kells.

",..With starvation at our doors, grimly staring us, vessels laden with our whole

memﬂ&mmmﬁwmm
one milling establishment I have last night seen no less than fifty dray-loads of .
meal moving on to Drogheda thence t e

S

tarvation and death the soon and certain t
this food",
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