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CHAPTER XV.

8 o very great advanco when t.he II.'IS]].'
goc::i:y of Lozf:i?n agreed to carry on W
work in Ireland, and when the c‘,camn:l1t.|:(a£5.\;;h
the Special "Fund agreed to supply the.lz i\‘x‘q
the means; it pave us a vantage ground from
which there was overy prospect of more %I}-
larged success. The fecling of a large numtﬁl
of the Irish clergy were awakened !;o 8
necessity for such o movement. This was
tested in a striking manver. In .'J'a.nud
1847, the Rov. Thomas Vores_su.ggesttig.
plan for sending relief to the famishing people
in_Ireland, which was acted upon to some
extent, and produced very beneficial resu_!tg;,
He proposed that the cler, man of one arxs.h
in England should put himself into communi-
cation with the clergyman of one parish in
Troland—that_the English fock should COtL

tribute towards the support of the Irish flock,

TO THE ROMAN CATHOLICH, 177

receiving from tho Irish cler man authenf;
Teports of the woekly condition of the people,
upoen which reports the next weel’s contribu.

tions were raised in the English parish. The
“execution of this schems was entr

nbrusied mainly
fo_the committee of the Irish Society of.
London, which gave ublicity to the
retrved Tho apphioations ni oo pice—plan, pplications, and put the partios
in_communication with each o

ther. There
were 94 applications from clergymen in Eng-

land to be pleced in correspondence with g
parish in Ireland; and thers werg 250 applica-
tions from Irish oler yomen to receive tho
benelit. OF the 250, no fewer than 194 asked,
mm;m-

Missionary work amongst their Roman Catholie

parishioners.

Grants wore made by the Special
Committee for

r ugd
articular cases, I was thu

that a salary was allowed to My. O’Callaghan
for his work ag Castelkerke which has been
= 8% Lastelkerke,

recorded; and in January, 1848, the Irich
Society

of London voted an inoressed solary

to him, which was necossary to securs hiy

ordination.

Gradually the minds of the good men

engaged in those two committess opened to

perceive tho real nature of the work in the
12
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Tuenann.  On reviewing that period, the Committee have
nbundant cause of thanksgiving o God, for_the libery

contributions entrusted to their disposal, and for the

important aid (awmounting to about £85000} which they,
liave thereby been able to afford to the Religious Societies

of Ireland in their hour of extreme nced and peril. Nor
have they less cause of thankfuiness, that the sane period
lius enubled them to acquire a much larger knowledge
und experience than they originally possessed, of the most
pressing spiritual wants of lreland, and also a stronger
conviction as o the character of the remedial agency best
adapted to the relicf of these waants,

In their Report of last February, and in their Supple-
mentary Statement of July, the Commitiee announced
their resolution to furaish pecuniary aid for the maintenance

of Curates, lo be appointed to labour among the Roman

Catholics. 'That resolution has been fally justiied by
more recent evenls; and now the- providence of Gad
uppears to afford such openings for the direct teaching and
preaching of the Gospel in Ireland, as to suggest to the
Comumittee the propriety of devoting their efforts in future,
principally to the prosecution of that objeet. While the
Committee hiave feft the difficulty of continning before
the Public in the character of a collector only for other
institutions, the all-important object of an adequate supply
of Curates for the Roman Catholics, which has not
hitherto been undertaken by any Soeiety, will, the Com-
mittee doubt not, strongly commend itself to the con-
sciences of British Protestants.

The way has been, in God's good providence, remarkably
prepared,  The religicus societies which have log
laboured for the good of lreland, and most of which havg
been aided by the Special Fund,—the Irish, the Churchs

Yducation, the Scripture Readers’, and the Additional

Jd

Curates' Societies, the Achill and Dingle Missions, the
Lrish Island, the Hibernian Bible, the Ladies’ Hibernian
Female School, the Cork Pastoral Anl uhe Sunday ‘m,_lgpl
and other @ocnet:es —have largely Deen spreading serip-
tural light and truth, and thus have become harbingers of
more direct missionary efforts. The way has been yel
further opened by huse leriiDle allictions, wiich in the
last -two_years: have visited that distressed couutry. Iu
some parts of the West and South, in places where he
darkness of Romanism had be‘en the grealest, the people
have cordially welcomed Protstaut instruction, and there
is good reason for believing dhis disposition lo be more
diffused thau is generally suppbsed.

Under these circumstanc the Committee, while
heartily wishing a larger support to all the present religi-
ous societies, have yet felt the need of a more distinct
missionary effort in the Established Clurch to the Roman
Catholic_population of Irelanﬁ_A(_conrnbly, they haw..
already appropriated funds, to _employ Faithiul_aud_ap-

proved men, ovdained for the purpose by the Bishops of

Tuaw, Killaloe, and Cashel, in their respective dioceses;
and they propose, as the Public shail enable them, to

multiply such labourers. It appears to them that a more
direct missionary effort to the Roman Catholies should
henceforth be the chief object which the Commitiee should
aim at, under the slightly modified title of * Pug Seectar
Fuwp ror Cuuncu Mlssmua iro 11k, ROMAN CATHULICS
oF IRELAND.”

““The missions supported by" the fund_in _the county of
Galway, are already giving the'most encouraging proapu.ts
of success ; and the Bishop of Tuam has manifested bis
conviction of the reality of the work, by promptly afford-
ing facilities for the ordinatiop of Irish-speaking clergy.
"The missionary Curates ordaindd by the Bishops of Killaloe

g
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and Cashel, arc also already actively engaged in  the
work,

The following extruct from the letter of a very intelli-
pent observer of pussing events, who spent part of the
lnst sumemer in Ireland, addressed tu a member of the
Committee, expresses what they believe to be the prevail-
ing opinjon among the best-informed in that country, as to
the duty and probable effects of such a mission as is
contemplated by the committee :

1 spent  part of the past suammer with——,* and was at some
paioy Lo gather information ss to the hold which popery, as a Teligion,
really hos oo the minds of the Irish people. 1 lenent thon, what I
five since hed abuodautly confirmed, that the inkod of the peoply
soums Lo have outgrown it. It was my friend’s decided convictiun,
that thers never was a time when, humanly speaking, controversial

reaching or discussion was 80 likely to be attended with suceess;
that if taken advantags of, the resuit could scarcely be ovor-estimated ;
hut if noglectad; the dangor was imminent,-—that emancipation would
tasno in tendeneies a9 bad or worse, of an oppusite doscription,—that
It wonldt be in fact, but an oxchunge of Popery for Communisio nud

lafldelity. I_have a latter from the Biahnq of ———— written

Bune kwo or thres woeks back, in which he says the same thing.”
titherto the united Church of England and Ireland has

chiefly confined its attention to the Protestant population,

and has hacdly at all been employed in the direct preach-
ing of the gospel to the Raman Catholics of Ireland ; and

this has been stated by some to be its necessary position, .

The Irish clergy fur geuerations, have, in a great measure,

restricted their ministry to the Protestants, so that our,

Noman Catholie bretliren have been generally leflt witl:ou't.
the faithful preaching of the gospel, and in a practical
exclusion from the truth us it is in Jesus. Neither English
nor Irish Christians ought longer'to suffer such a painlul
state ol things to continge. To send missions to the

* Oune of the nest eminerst clergymen in Freland.
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distant heathen, and. to neglect those in Homan darkness
at home, is 2 glaring inconsistency.

It is allowed that very serious difficulties have hitlierio
obstructed attempts for bringing the gospel before Roman
Catholics in Ireland, and that comparatively few of -the
Protestant parochial clergy are in cireumstances to provide
even for the efficient instruction of their widely-scattered
Protestant parishioners, and the support ol their scheols,
to say nothing of local and pachhial institutions, and the
clamorous importunity of a lalf-pauperized populatiun.
The great reduction of their d:clesiastical revenues, and
their ubsolute dependence upondn impoverished proprietury;
render it absolutely impossible for numbers of their body
to provide the means of instructjon for the Roman Cathalie

purt of their parishioners. It i3 10 overcome this prelim-
inary obstacle to the. cischarge of a greal, urgent, und
national duty, that such an agency as your Comuniiltee
would now recommend, becomes not ouly most important,
but indispensable ; and they fecl persuaded that the pra-
posal will be as cheerfully responded to by many of the
most zealous of the Irish clergy, us it will_be bountifully

supported by the christian public in this country.
Experience lias proved that lectures, in large Llawns, on
the differences between the Church of Eungland and the
Church of Rome, are not unacteplable to Roman Catho-
lics; und in such manifestdtions of Chrishian truth,
broadly and strongly contrastéd with the fatal errors of
the Church of Rome, we way haope for much of the
special blessing given at the Reformation. This torn of
instruction i3 remurkably culedlated to awaken the con-
science, and exercise the understanding, of the greay mass
of Roman Cathaolics in Ireland;
The regulations on_ whicld the Commiltee

DUrpose
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. At the request of incumbents, they will support
Assistaut Muisters, in parishes containiug nﬁge Roman
Catholie populauon. The nomination amd appointment
of these ministers to be subject to rules similar to those of
the Church Pastoral Aid Societh with the understunding
that ministratien to the Roeman Catholics, shall be their
distinct aud peculiar object,

11, Assistant Ministers may also be appointed under the
dircction of the Bishop, for the Romin Catholics of a

whole diocese.

1, Ia pnrfsllcs where the incumbent would be favour-
able to such efioris, the temporaly services of uble and
experienced clergymen, in visiting districts, giving lectures,

and preaching to_the Roman Catheligs, muy be engaged.
IV. Cowses of Lectures, by competent lecturers, on

the great subjects in coutroversy between the Churches of
England and Rome, will be encouraged and upheld in the
principal towns in Ireland.

V. The Commitiee to be at liberty, according to its
resources, to adopt any measures that may teud to the
furtherance of the couversion of the Roman Catholic
population of lreland, by means consistent with the
principles of the united Church of Eugland and lreland,

V1. The Committee will gladly be the medium of
sending any aid contributers muy wish to appropriate to
the religious Societies they have already assisted; and a
friendly intereourse shill be maintained with other Protes-
tunts enguged in the same benevaleut design of communi-
cating the Gospel of Jesus Chirist to the Roman Catholics
of lreland,

The Comimittee are fully aware that wo plun of such a
mission as they recommend, can be defivitely laid dows,
independently of the teaching of experience itself. They
confidently appeal o the authority of Seripture, in support

)
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of the duty of a_mission to the syperstitious and ignorant
millions of lreland ; and they cas, with equal confidence,
appeal 1o the histerical testimony of the Reformation, for
proof of the fact that the diffusion of the Holy Seriptures
with the preaching of the glorious gospel of the grace of
God, is precisely the course which was followed in every
country to which the light of the Reformation extended.
But there are many circumstanges peculiar to the com-
plicated and anowalous conditign of society in {relaml,
which must exert a modilying il}hlence upon any system
of general instruction, nppllcabl’ to the Roman Catholic
part of the population. Yet thdy feel assured that many
of what may be considered the difficulties and impractica-
bifities of the plan recommended, will be found to vanish
before u Faithful and persevering preaching of the Gospel,
in connection with the united .Church. It rests with
British Christians, whether the Oommittee shall be enabled
to maintain and increase these truly missionary efforts of
our Church for the conversion of the Roman Catholic
population. The importance of ‘the work cannot easily be
overrated, as it regards the safety, prosperity, and peace
of the British empire, and even the temporal inlerests
of the English parishes, now burdened with Irish poor.
The Committee are sure that! they express the feelings
of a vast majority of their bre{‘:ren in this country when
they say, “ we must care for the souls of Irish Roman
Catholics; we must do what Ve can to give them the
blessings of the Gospel, They dre our fellow-countrymen,
they are vur neighbouzs. Next Lo the neplected masses
in England, they have the first claim on our missionary
cxertions; and it is the most Yitally important national
duty of British Christians, to cdre for them. When judg-
ments ure being poured oul on Apostate Christendom, and

we are yet so mercilully spnrmil, we must lift up the pre-
1
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dicted voice of leavenly entreaty to those in Roman
ipostacy, * Come out of her my people, that ye he not
purtakers of her sins, and receive not of her plagues.*
May we British Christians, repenting of past neglect,
acknowledge we are vertly guilty coneerning our brother,
in that we saw the anguish of his soul, and would not hear,
Muy we now bring forth fruits meet for repentance.”

The Committee have now only = balance of less than
L700, the remnant of the former fund, to earry on this
great undertaking, and they wait for those supplies which
Clristian faith and love will furnish. If it shall please
God to dispose His servants to pive largely, multiplied
labourers may be sent forth, to fields now white for the
harvest, in_a couniry where we are_specially bound to
labour. But the Committee would still more eal:nestly
implore the prayers of their Christian friends, that it may
- please God to remove all impediments that may yet be in
the way of this work of mercy, and that His word may
linve free course nud be glorified in Ireland,

EDWARD BICKERSTETH,
ALEX. R. C. DALLAS.
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