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‘The Exterminator General of Clare’
Marcus Keane of Beech Park
(1815-1883)

Craran O Murchadha

OME time after his death in October 1883, the burial vault containing the
Srcmuim of Margus Keane was broken mto by mghe, and the remains removed.
Despite an intensive search by the constabulary, no trace of them was found. Even
when the remains were recovered eighe years later, under the sensational circum-
stances related at the end of this article, no clue emerped as to the identity or

motivation of the perpetrators._ Howeyer, tradition ig the Beech Pagk area jnsists

that the thefi of the remains was a deliberate and symbolic act of desecratign,

carried out by local people for whom the deceased, in_his lifetime, had been the

focus of the most intense dread and loathing, For Marcus Keane was the Fagline—

era ‘externunator’ par excellence, a powerful land agent who at that time carrjed oyt

a massive eviction programme in Clare, causing immense human suffering and the
deaths of unknown numbers of men, women and children.

In recent generations the once-vivid folk memory of Marcus Keane has faded
so completely that today his name is largely forgotten in his native county. Even in
the parishes surrounding his residence of Beech Park, near Ennis, remarkably few
tales of his deeds survive. [n West Clare, where the ruin of his summer residence,
Doondahlin, still broods aver the tiny cove and settlement of Kilbaha, recollection
is somewhat sharper. Bur even here, only one specific memory survives, and that
relates not to evictions, but to Marcus’s connection with a particularly bitter

chapter in the history of post-Fanine evangelical proselytism and_forced conver-

sionts to Protestantisim. !

The recent upsurge of interest in Famine history has inevitably led to’a new
attention on the part of scholars to significant participants in the tragic events of
that time. This new interest comes as traces of them have vanished from the folk
memory of their localities, and as the folk memory itself has all but dissipated.
Marcus Keane is typical of such individuals’ His story is important for what it telis
us of the career of a major evictor, and also for the light it sheds on that especially
grim and dark period at the end of the Great Famine which, even in the present

flourishing climate of Famine studies, remains strangclz nsﬁlectcd.
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174 COUNTY CLARE STUIITS

Throughout the Famine years, the Keaue agency grew, and byt emb ot 1201
it was noted that nany smaller landoswners in west Clare were trasderinge e
properties Lo it because of the reputation Marcus had already establiched ety ol
knawn scrinpent and succesful collector of rents'.2 Maore than tikely, this Jdofi 1o
Keane management took place in other parts of the connty as well Sooman
smaller landovwners i Clare were now experiencing i dvaste amd sustined diogoin
rental meome after several years of famine, that the employvnient of arorhle
such as Marcts was known to be, appeared to present their onlv imeans of 0y
oft inancisl ruin. Sugh ndlords could ot have donlwed gt buge seale oo e

wonhd be centeal (o Mancass stratepy [or restoring their o,

Famine Clearanees and Lxtenninations
lu the waves of evictions that took place in Ireland m the yeans afier 1817 o
county endured more than did Clare,_From 1849 - the frst vear for whinecl we o

reliable statistics - until 1854, nearly ane tenth of its population espevicin ol

permanent expulsion from their homes. i the Kibrush Lhinon. which sulbersed o

atrociously of all, the situation was much worse, however ditficult that e e 1o

magine.” When it 15 semembered that the campaign was already well deselogul
when figures were first collected, some wdea s obtamed of the enormity ol il
populanon displacement that was involved. Staggering though these et ane 1hy

give fietle insight into the agpomes suffered b s evicted, the devastating iy gf ol

evictions on society as a whole, or even of the transformation of the Tandseope 1o

=L

the bieak and forbidding wilderness which visitors found so shocking.™

A deeper cause than mere walnlity to pay rent hes behimd the savape mitenan
of these evictions, to which, i a most isidions way, the Poor Law dtselt aowed a0 g
wgjor sthntlus. Under the Poor Law, the poverty tax, or poor rate, carvied Iy cach
of the smiallese holdings, was payable by the Lindlord, wholly or in part, degemling
on the size of the hokling, Since the great maority of Clare holdings were so sl
as to incur a heavy rate liability on the part of landlords, which could no Tonger be
recovered from the rents, rpidly increasing pauperisation of tenants teatened 1o
drive the rate to insupportable levels. For many landlords, the only means af
avoiding a potentally ruinous rate bill was to evict their smalltholders and
eliminate their holdings.

According to James S, Donnelly, it was probably fear of being swanpod |y
pauperism that pushed landlowners in Kilrush towards clearances, and it is handy
likely that such a fear was confined to west Clare Yet another fear prevaded i
the county generally, that 31 the eviction option were not taken immediately, it
might soon be lost altogether if, as seented likely, a measure of tenant right wewe

granted by government.2t

Thar PR,

b i

l'or the Iz
ieveloped, w
much of the
deances ha

e ntevests

Iovate s
Low wonnie
Bovsoeral e
o ovoenen
gl a ¢
[IRLER lll!'_L'!' u
pheoaally i
e 4 onsol

d medidtems
Goonlveving
TRIRIIL 1y
I s ey
[T [rera
Il
[RTTERTIR] IR

i bl G
(SR ELTEER AN §
vt ol The
1t ahe |

L ETE RTE
L I BE Bgpr % ‘
heoo ity
th l:le
vl o
a b ahn it
prden
il lios;
il =y



Lt oA (R
i bl ik

calre ol b w

vale oL

alver Ll
whinh 1
oea]e i I
hoaalon b o
that e 1o
well e b
Wi o il
2late me vh
atingg Hupoa 1ol
we land
g

SAVAIET TN ENTE
iselt won g oasd
C:ll'l‘il.'l.l {l T h
part, L|L‘|n e
s were soanll
1d no Jomeoy I
s threatend o
only mvan

alllioldei - nd

gz swanpaod I
and ic s handl
zar prevatled
immedizwely
ant right wen

A b

T L L e
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For the last two reasons, shortly inta the evicuon campaign, a veritable frenzy
developed, with landlords vying wich each other i an sensate rush to clear as
mucle of their properties as possible. By the time the frenzy had died down,
clearances had gone well beyond what was originally intended or indeed wise for
the miterests of the participants, the agents and bindlosds of County Clare,2?

Lastate Cousolidhition

For some wealthier lindlords, Famine-cra evictions were less an expression of

Mrancial insecurity or fear of pauperism than a logical extension of estate
improvement policies begun years before. Tor such individuals, fimine destitution
provided a conclusive, i inhuman, reason for the consolidation of smaliholdings

it Lirger units, to an extent that had previously been considered _necessary, but

physically wnpossible and maorally_unjustitiable, All the features of pre-Famine

etate consalidation are to be found in certain Famine-cra clearances: the clearing
of naddleman farms of cottiers; the conversion of some tarms in tota 1o grass; the
1 sorveying of evicted linds aud the redistribution of huldings among remaining

teiants. Evea the opprobrious term, ‘extermination,’ used by eritics of these

Laine-cra clearances, had originated in_the consolidations of the immediate pre-

Famine period,

It is hardly a coincidence, therelore, that when the Fanune clearances began in

Clare at the end of 1847, 1t was the great magnates and pre-Famine consolidators,
Codonels George Wyndham and_Crotton Vandeleur who were first recorded as

iwbing exteaordinary numbers of notices to quit?? Close on their heels was the

apent ol the Conynghamn and Westby estates, Marcus Keane, ®

By the beginning of 1848, the correspondence ot Poor
Chne Unions was already laden with graphic details of the horrifying effects of

cleavnees. Their reports portray a workhouse systen that was overwhelmed with

hige idluxes of filthy, emaciated and fever-ridden half-skeletons: large crowds of
the eadJuded camourig desperately for admission_outside, and a frightful level of
mottality anony recent adinnssions. The reports of Captain Kenngdy, the inspector

at Haleusts Union, are aiony the most shockirye, with therr deseriptions of recently

et hod enants wanderig 1w the hinterland, digging: nuserable burrows md *scalps’
g 1

i the bows and waitime innisery for the death thae clamed thousands of then

I el sutlerings of the Kilrush Union were most publicised at the time, all the
sther Cline Unions experienced heavy cearances. By May 1849, house-levelling
s ponedly reduced the Ennistyimon Umion to a *wilderness, while the Limcriffe
aitd 4 o Lixaminer sugpested that to date tn the Ennis and Kilrush Unions

o - -
eapos el somie 13,000 and 15,000 persons had been ejected. 2 In COMparing
e Lot v Unions widh Enmistyamnon, the Examiner declared *there was neither
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such cruelty nor tyranny nor oppression as in the Union of Lonistcmen i,
were not exterminations and persecution so unrelenting and merciless”

Among the different sonrges, official and otherwise, that dres anemion v
Clare clearances, none was more outspoken or unrelenting in its coiticisn thn i
Limerick and Clare Examiner. From the beginning of the campaign, the b
based Lxwminer published letters and eyewitness accounts from (e disti

districts; dispatched its own reporters to eviction sites, and commuissinned el

corresporiclents’ to describe the blighred landscapes of Clare. Tt printed ekl
catalogues of evictions, giving the names of the landlords and apente imalied
Above all, its editorials subjected the worst evictors to sustained and biter anonl

A Catalogue of Evietions for 1848
it was i March 1848 that the Pxaniner first identificd Marcos Beane e o

major_evictor, ™ Over the next two years, it woulkl follow lns carcer i a Nt g

barrage of detailed reportage and angry editorial denunciation tha gieatly
exceeded its criticism of any other exterminater. The following catalopne o
Keane's evicting activity during 1848 j: derived substantally frony the newsupe

In February, Marcus Keane_evicted 30 families on Westhy propeny
Amnaghneal, east Clare, levelling all their houses.™ Later in the same month,
renioved another 30 families from three tovwnlands vear, Kikrgs), to a tonml ol (35,
persons.® About the same time, in the district of Kilnaley, adjacent to his own v
at Deech Park, he had four townlainds cleared. Early in March, he condheted o
particularly controversial series of evictions at Meelick 1 south Clare. WA shall

return to these evictions shortly, V7

Throughout the spring and early summer, Marcus pursoed his evicring
aperations relentlessly, undeterred by adverse newspaper publicicy aml the
increasing disquiet of the anthorities, which had been commnmmicated to him, i
several months of the stmer, news of the Young Trelind rebellion asd s local
repereussions displaced eviction coverage from the colunmms of the Exarminer, o as
regards west Clare, the deficiency is to some extent supplicd by Captain Kennedy,
the 'nor Law inspector_at Kilrush. Kennedy’s reports to his superiors show _tht
Keane was as busy 2s ever iz August, evicting 175 persons at Kilmacduane, Wt
Clare, on 9 August, and 123 maore a few days hiter in an adjoining property, ™ An
the end of the month, he was reported to be evicting ar Benedin, Lissyeasey, o
district that to tlns point had escaped lightly 3 In mid-September, Marcus was at
work in north Clare, from where a special correspondent of the Examiver wrote
that his name sounded in my ear wherever | wandered, and [his] acts as an agemt,

I did not hear one man praise’. W
At the end of September, Keane was back in Kilinaley - a frequent tactic on his
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pact was to carry out particularly heavy evictions i a given location in different

phases many months apart from each other. Here he evicted 400 individuals op

three_townlands, leaving ‘dreadful desolation’ in his wake.! The depopulacion

resulting from the Kihnaley operations was especially severe because the lands had
been re-let wholesale to grazier farmers, Many of the unhoused were sleeping in
ditches, and those on the relief lists *hovered about like ghosts in the vicinity of

their former dwellings untl the relief ceased, and then they too, wer: abliped

to_become wandervers through the country’ Unknown numbers of evicted

families perished.

In tae Qctober, Marcus rearned to Meelick, where he evicted a further 80,
Gunilies. ™ty mid-November he was i the Kildysert area, and at Inagh, north of
Limis o week fater. I was sad of T at this time thae be ‘prays fervently at nighe,
and superintends in person the operation of house levelling in the morning’ 4
Almost to the end of the year, Marcus maintained the unremitting pace of
evictions by the clearing of several townlands in the Kilrush Union.

Evictions by Marcus Keane were even more extensive in 1849, but it would be

techions and ime-consunung to continue to catalogue them through that year.
One indication of the energy expended by him in the campaign is that by May, he
wis 5o busily engaged in clearing properties that he was forced to surrender his
leased farms, 'not having sufficient time to devote to them’, 45

Livictions of Meelick:

Basic statistics survive for a great many of the evictions carried out by Marcus
Keane. Typically, these furnish us with data on the numbers evicted, the names of
the tenants, and frequenty the size of each family. In remarkably few instances,
lowever, do we possess a full description of the eviction process on a given site,
such as might afford us a glimpse of the reality hidden behind each of the
hundreds of cases whaose bare facts are known to us. It is for this reason that the
cvictions carried out by Marcus Keane on the Marquis of Conyngham's properry
at_Meelick in March 1848 are of such crucial importance. Because of the
controversy aroused by the Meelick evictions, a body of documentation has

survived thae tells the story from the three contoasting perspectives of the engaged
ubserver, the investigating authorities and the evictor himself, Through this

ocumentation we can also examine the fate of same of the evicted families after
they had been unhoused. Most mmportanty of all, Meelick tells us a great deal of
Marcus Keane's work practices, and of the manner in which he justified his actions
as he carvied them out.

Even before the onset of Famine clearances, Marcus had the Meelick property
in his sights, and 1n March 1847, he had served sixty processes there for non-

s g 2
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payment of vent. According ta the Limericl wd Chie Examtiner, asoistane e in
employment, seed, and contributions o relief committee fimds, liberalhy Provnled
by Conyngham to the Meelick tenants in 1847, had not been reneved i 1l
current year ! Since we know from other sources that certain middienmen b
had expired, or were about to expire in the locality, we ¢ be sure thar the
withdrawal of reliel was a prelude to the consolidation of the Meclick ey

In Seprerber, Marcus Keane appeared at Meelick and demanded possession o
a further cighty tenants. By his own account, he offered w allow them ensain m
their houses if they agreed to the redistribution of the lands amonp neighhousing
terants. Unable to tike possession or clear the lands of stock beeanse ol temnt
‘intimidation, e withdrew At the some e, the police reported that a notice
been posted on the chapel door at Meelick warning tenants apainst tikosge any
‘evicted” land W

I early March 1848 Marcus sent a laree group of levellers' or ‘wreckers' tn
Meglick, who proceeded systematically to clear the praperty. A preliminary (wo-

day operation saw hundreds cxpelled trom their homes and left to fewl for
themselves, After this Marcns withdiew his forees, temporarily, to other evicton
sites. A few weeks later, with further evictions pending, the Limerick aid Chype

Examiner published a full deseription of the scene at Mechick, written by o Sspecil

reporter” who had visited the locality in person.

Evictions at Meelick: The Special Reporter's Aecount
The speciai reporter’s account concentrates on the fate of Tour evicted Loilics.,

related o him by fimily members or neighbours, and it concludes with a table

contaiming details of all the evicted fanndics in additton to those still awail e

eviction. As with so much of the Fxaminer's eviction reportage, the special
reporter’s account 15 couched in language that is vivid and highly cmotional,
Nevertheless it carries the power and inmiedisey of an eyewitness acconnt. mnd as
we shall see, its reliability can be readily measured aginse other deseriptions,

The first case related by the special reporter concerned the family of Pairick

Hickey, who had been served with a notice to quit under an cjecoment order taken
out by Keane ‘nearly against the schole townland? For a time Hickey clung
desperately to his cabin, abandoning it only on the day the writ was due to be
executed. Together with his wife and five children, he then sought and gained
admiission to the Limerick workhouse. Within a few days, however, he withdrew
his family from the workhouse, flecing the freczing conditions and rampant {ever
; that prevailed there and which threatened their lives even more than the prospect

of starvation outside.
Returmng to Meelick, the Hickeys re-occupied their cabin, miraculously left
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F. intact by the levellers, Unfortunately, they also brought the fever with chem from
the workhouse, and within days, two of the children fell ill and died. Hickey was
forced to scavenge materials for coffins in the neighbourhood, travelling ‘no less
than 20 houses to make the materials out; getting a few nails in one, perhaps, and a
fragment of timber in another.” Shortly afier the burial of the children, Hickey, his
wife and the three remaiing children fell ill. The parents died one after another,
both lying dead in one bed for some time before being discovered and buried
with the others. At the time of the reporter’s visit, the three surviving children
were still in fever,

The ather three cases were equally harrowing, Inside the ruins of his house the
special reporter found the fanuly of Francis Carey Hickey’s neighbour, preparing
an-evening weal that consisted of " small parcel of spongy trnips and greenish

tops by way of luxury! Carey had been i much better circumstances than Hickey,
and had managed to reclaim a few acres of his holding, even though Marcus Keane
had sefused him an outlet for his drains to a nearby streanm. When he fell into
difticulries after successive failures of the potato crop, Keane refused him any
assistance that might have cnabled him recover. Forbidden from letting his fand for
grazing, on Keane'’s orders, Carey’s cattle were driven off and replaced by those of
other men. Forced to sell off the catde at a fraction of their value, Carey fell
hapelessly into arrears, and his holding was included in Keane's general ejectment.

When the levelling crew arrived, Carey was away fromn homte, and his wife,
who was heavily pregnant, firmly refused them entry. The following day, on
Carey’s return, possession was again demanded, and this time he yielded, caught as
he was between the threats of Keanes men and the promise of £5 if he himseIf
‘tumbled’ the house. This latter prowmise, according to the special reporter, was *a
piece of management’ on the part of Marcus Keane designed ‘to make the
levellings seem voluntary” Carey thus destroyed his own house, all but one section
of roof, under which he and his funily sheltered as they waited for the promised
‘rompensation.

The_third case detaited by the special reporter related to 2 widow numed

Cherry, whom he alleged had been forcibly ejected. In the course of destroying
the house, the levellers placed one of Widow Cherry’s sick children outside the

bouse, where she died within a shore time. In the final case, a tenant named
Gallagher, who held 26 acres, had gone to meet Marcus Keane in Limerick to
ofter him as much of his renc arrears as he had managed to raise. In his absence, his
house was leveited and his infant children placed on the roadside.

The eviction table that follows these four case histories {which have been
much abbreviated in the above sumnary) is too imprecise to allow of detailed

malysis. However, tnsofar as it possible to make out, the special reporter calculated
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that a total of 14T persons had been unhouased ar Meelick over the v
whether by physical gjection, or 'voluntary' surrender. Those awsiting e oo b

estintated at 1295

Evictions at Meelicle: Police Investigation
For a short time, the Mechck allair became a minor canse eefetue w e 1he il

newspaper published extacts from the special reporters acconnt, tomethier ond

eviction table U The resulting publiciey caused the authorities v oo
mvestigation by the constabudary. This was carried out by Sub-luspecton o
of the Newmarket-on-Fergus station on 6 April, and on e basis of T i
Dopnovan submitted o repore, which was forwarded o Dhblin e dise |
afterwards,®*

Donovan’s report takes the form of a pomt-by-point comparison of 1l fiis

article with his on-site observations at Meelick, but probably Jor pracneab oo

he makes na attempt to compile a statistical table of his oswn, His reporc vt
thorough and painstaking enquiry inta the Gicts of the ease, and it oo bl
official tone presents a sharp conteast with the emotion=charped poow o
special reporter. But differences of tone and a few, mostly mumors disen ponen
apart, the report bears out the Litter’s account to a remarkable degree.

But Donovan does more than merely confirin the special reporter™ alligostion
He also provides us with valuable extra information regarding the fimn ol
which easts an even more tragse light on their situation, Fle tells us, for e pnple,
that the surviving Fhekey children were now in the Limerick fever ogpical nnl
that Widow Cherry’s child had died in a miserable hut thrown topcther o oy
mother on a remate Mountanside - neighhowrs wounld not take i the other Gl
children becavse of the threat to their own fimilies. Gallagher had been woonn
until two years previously when the middleman to wham he paid e on
surrendered it to Lord Conynghan on the expiration of the lease. Gallaoher,
Donovan informs as, had been much better off than the other tenimts, m g
sixteen years earligr he had been able to pay the large sum of £100 to the previon
occupier for the ‘interest’ of the holding. After his house had been Tevelled,

neighbours had taken in his children, and he was now living, wretchedly, in the

-

shell of his ruined house.

if anything Donovan reveals that the special reporter’s account, no miatter T
impassioned and partisan 1t might have been, acrually anderstated the e exiem
of the tragedy at Meelick. This is especially evident in lis methodical review of the
circumstances of those families listed in the eviction table. Here he gives nune
additional details; imhoused families living in makeshitt hots built on the roudsulde,
or up against the pables of their destroyed houses, with others huddling in the
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ruins, waiting miserably for the paltry compensation promised by the agent, Fle
tells us of eases where ejected tenams were seateered among relatives in adjacent
townlands, or among the streets and slums of Limerick City. There is ong
particularly graphic instance where a widow whose house had been levelled, had
since been living with her family in a ‘pig-house’ in a neighbouring townland. This
evidence is all the more impressive for the manner in which it transltes through
Donovan’s carefully neunal tone, as, for example, where he conveys a SLong sense
of the constant nagging terror endured by families who existed in daily antici-
pation of being ejected,

Donovan’s report is careful in another sense, in that he s at pains to prezerve
legal distinctions as to the status quo ante tenure of those unhoused, and -the exact
manner of their removal. He distinguishes between ‘recognised’ tenants on the
estate, and those who had never paid reur to the head landlord. He alio caretully
separates instances where houses were ‘thrown down’ by their accupiers, from
thuse where tenants were ‘turned out.” Such precision was necessary, given that
Ponovan had been supplied with Marcus Keane'’s initial response to the special
reporter’s alleganons, in which the agent sought to hide behind these fine legal
distinctions to conceal the full extent of the devastation he had caused at
Meelick. 33

Lvictions at Meclick: Marcus Keane’s Defence

I Donovan’s report supplies us with a useful yardstick by which to measure the
general accuracy of the Exuminer’s eviction reportage, both are crucial to an
evaluation of Marcus Keane's defence of lus conduce, Keane’s version is found in
two letters, one published in the Clare Jourual on 3 April, and the other, a private
response written a few weeks later in answer to a direct request for clarification by
‘.M. Redingron, the Under Secretary. The greater part of the first letter is taken
up with 3 refutation of cerrain details of the special reporters case histories. Thus
Pawrick Hickey, whose misfortunes had been unfirly ascribed to the Margquus
Conyngham, was not, and had aever been a tenant on the property. Fraucis Carey
fad ot been refiused an outlet for his drainage; neither had he been prevented
fronns raking grazing cautle; Mary Cherry had indeed been ‘turned out! but she
owed two years rent, Gallagher had rented a farm, but had not paid a shilling rent,
anel owed more than £70.

The plausibility of Marcus Keane's version rests on the fact that where possible
he adheres closely to techinical truths, Parrick Hickey, for example, had been a
tenant of the middleman who had previously rented the land; and therefore, as
Duovovan caretully stated, and Keane reiterated, he was not a ‘recognised’ tenant of

the Conyngham estate. He belonged rather to the category of ‘squatter, and
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The ruins of Doandahlin, Marcus Keane's summer residence at Killyaha,

therefore had no tenure vights ar all. Similarly, Keanes assertion that only six
tenants were ‘turned out” at Meelick, in the sense of being physically ejected, is also
accurate in a technical sense (Donovan concluded that seven tenants were cvicted
m this manner). But this, of course, is no more than a hatt-truth, since the great
majority of those unhoused at Meelick had been induced to tumble their own
houses. In Marcus’ lexicon, these are ‘voluntary' surrenders, and even though he
allows that on one townland the occupiers of six houses were ‘taken possession o,
these unfortunate persons were, like Patrick Fhckey, mere ‘squatters or persons
who had never paid rent to Lord Conyngham' .56

Itis a measure of Marcus Keane's arrogance that his second letter = the reply to
the Under Secretary - doesn't bother to address the extra detail of Donovan’s
report, extracts of which had been sent to him, but merely encloses a copy of his
published letter for reference. Central to both letters is the extraordinary claim that
the Meelick tenants, generously reflieved by Lord Conynizham in previous years,
had failed to pay their rents, not because of poverty and distress, but becanse of *a
strongly formed and general combination’ against the landlord.

Any notion of conspiracy on the part of ungratefisl tenants can be istantly
dismissed: all of the Meelick tenants had been stricken by successive years of crop
fadure. What follows in the second letter, however, inadvertently reveals the real
reason for the evictions. "These people, Marcus says of the tenants “were holders of
very simall farms...under an old and very cheap letting, a tenancy at will. The
holdings were much reduced in size by subletting”.5? Clearly, therefore, what had
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happened at Meelick was that the expiration of the middlemen leases and the
vulnerability of a ruined tenantry had provided the expedient moment to
rationalise this ‘old and very cheap lerting, by clearing the property and redis-
tributing the land among other tenants.

Of itself, estate consolidation was not necessarily an inhuman process, and
indeed could be aceepted as a legitinuite long-term aspiration of efficient estate
management, What makes Marcus Keane’s behaviour so repreliensible in the
circumstances is the absolutely ruthless manner in which he pursued it on the
Meelick property and indeed throughout all his extensive domiains, without any
regard to the huoan consequences, Neither of his letters shows the slightest
appreciation of the cruelty with which this estate consolidation was effected, nor
of the dreadful suttering and widespread mortality thar occurred a5 a direct resule.
In view of what we know to have rken place at Meelick and other eviction sites,
the blind disingenuousness of statements such as the following, taken from his

second letter, is nathing short of bloodeurdling:®

...many of the tenants not ouly give up possession ot their own fiee will and threw
down their houses in the absence of myself and my bailiffs, bue some came to request
I would not delay in demanding possession, as they were anxious to get their
compensation. They appear however to luave since changed their minds in hope, |

suppase, of making better terms.

The Ennis Wreckers

Marcus Keane managed his far-flung property portfolio from offices annexed
to the main residence at Beech Park, We know that he employed a clerical staff
and legal advisers, and in the field, a small army of under-agenes, bailiffs, rent-
collectors, drivers and keepers.®™ Of all those in his employ, the single largest
component was a proup of levellers’ or ‘wreckers, whose presence ac an eviction
site was intended to averawe tenants into compliance with ejectiment writs, and to
destroy houses to prevent their reoccupation atterwards by the expelled tenants.

At an earlier phase of the Fanine, one factor that had deterred landlords from
engagring in whaolesale clearances, had been the appreliension of a vialent reaction
an the part of tenants, or on their behalf by the secret societies. By 1848, however,
prolonged attrition by famine had shattered rural communities beyond the
possibility of resistance, dispersing those who had been inclined to violence to the
Juils, convice ships and workhouses or to their deaths by fever and starvation, In this
context, the threatening notices posted at Meelick, and the “intimidation’ suffered
by Marcus Keane'’s bailiffs in the autumn of 1847 represented a last feeble attempt

at this sort of cominunity resistance.
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Meclick in September 1847.% Afterwards they were retained as s s b
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deployed in many different arcas of the county, Qur sources speak ol 4 linee 1)
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1 between 30 and 40 men - Marcus indeed puts their number at an exact 37, all o ; g HvgEtic
15 them from the Ennis area. The tools of their trade consigted of sticks, pickises g Ehurrbygnd l
:'. crowbars, and although a later source credits Marcus_with the fnvention ol o i -,"- bee vpenated
f‘ of grappling hook for the removal of thatch, we have no_conteniporary sefine g & abicitor, and
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f Despite the Examiner’s general - and understandable - antipathy towards thy E o '!_'
Ll levellers, there 1s at times almost a note of pity in its treatment of these unhappy, E Phe et
' individuals, who probably had no other means of avoiding starvation or the 5 RO L

i workhouse than their despised occupation. Nearly all of them were young, the & R
EJ greater number no more than nineteen or twenty years of age, amd in the g ALY
I Examiner's reportage they are generally furtive, uneasy, and not very competent i ] EUL
.i their work. To fortify themselves in their unpleasant task, they were frequently £ e
:j described as being drunk, on alcohol supplied by their overseer. ! : ' s ptesse

!j At the end of Noverber 1848, Marcus Keane sent a cartload of pickaxes and ¥ & ok
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crowbars from Ennis to supply this band of levellers, who were about to embark
on evictions in the parish of Inaght? One occupier whose cabin was spared, was
sent ito Ennistymon to procure whiskey, and 'after parcaking of this preparation
out of a jar without a handle, the levellers proceeded to destroy 35 cabins,
unhousing a total of 200 persons. In mid-December, a gang of ‘thirty or forty
scoundrels from Ennis,’ some of them armed with fowling pieces and blundet-
busses, seized cattle for unpatd rent in the Cratloe area, taking advantage of the
absence of their owners at Limerick market,™ The bailiffs, reportediy drunk, had
licences to bear arms, granted them by the agent who was also a inagistrate, an

individual who can only be Marcus Keane.

Hewry Keane and Renewed Lvictions at Meclick

Invariably the levellers were directed i their work either by under-agents or
by Henry Keane, Marcus’s younger brother. Mircus himself rarely features on site
during evictions, We know of two under-agents employed by Marcus Keane, Dan
Sheedy and Basil Lukey Davoren, Qf Sheedy, linde is known beyond the fact that
he operated in west Clare.% Davoren, on the other hand, was the son of an Ennis
solicitor, and somewhat down i his personal fortunes before he took employment
with Marcus Keane % It was Davoren, a burly individual, who led the levellers at
Inagh in November 1848, flourishing a blackthorn stick, and apparently revelling
in what e called “slaughtering houses’.*” We have one other brief description of
hitn 3 few months later in the same locdity, *armed cap a pie,’ walking ‘in advance
of a line of wreckers, proceeding to their work'. o

By Lar the strangest individual employed by Marcus Keane was his brother,
Henry, As he later told o parliamentary inquiry, Henry was neither under-agent
nor overseer, but served in a general capacity in his brother’s office. On Marcus's
behalf, he carried out scores of evictions, the most interesting from our point of
view being a further round at Meelick in February 1849.6% Here, in the first week
of February alone, Henry had 27 houses thrown down on one townland,
scattering their 135 oceupiers, either 'to swell the vagrunt list” of Limerick Cicy, or
to perish of fever or exposure to cold on the roadside.™

The evictions had been in progress for a full week when a reporter for the
Limerick and Clare Examiner, who was particularly anxious to meet Henry Keane,
travelled the short distance to the parish. Henry was located at Meelick Cross, after
a journey through townlands which bore the marks of his passage: a trail of
wrecked houses, with famulies at work constructing shelters in the ruins or
building roadside huts trom the broken debris. The reporter found Henry to be a
fine young man’ who nevertheless eut an oudlandish be-whiskered figure, with his
miilitary dress and ‘fjun Crow” hat tied under his chin. When he arrived, Henry and
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{ his ‘thirty Ennis rapscallions” were setting about the removal of a fomily muned
Kinnavane from their cabin.?!

However, when the wreckers reached the Kinnavane hoose, the oceupier, his
two brothers and sonwe local people canfronted them. Alter a short senille, shich
was watched from a distance by a pistol-waving Henry Keane, the Tevellers were
driven of.72 Resistance of this kind was by now a rare phenomenon ar evictions,
and only when the reporter entered the cabin (at the Kinnavanes' request) did the
reason for it become evident. On thie floor of the cabin, on a pile of straw, the
Kinnavanes' mother, an aged woman, lay on her deathbed. Fer sons told the
reporter that they were merely seeking to allow their mother to die in peace
belore surrendering the cabin.

Minutes Later, Henry Keane inuuded into this moving scene, muttering threats
that he would level the house of he had to renmin there for a week. Inside the
house (which he had entered without hindrance), he delivered himsell of a strange,

digointed commentary:

Kinnmavane, you acted o blackguard, and T won't leave this hovse ol 1 sce the sky
through it [ am a gentleman, s though my cowards o, [ have a few of the best in
Clare that will stick with me to death. . Kinnavane, T muast put youwr mother oot |1
won't stir till she is put out by the ditch sules T am the poor man’ friend...1 tell you ]
am your friend... T will do all in my power against you, and you have on your floor

the worst of the Keanes.,

To be sure, Henry Keane's words are reported to us here by a source that cannet
be considered impartial, but they are of a picce wath examples of his bizarre
locution that we come across elsewhere,?? The report as @ whole, it should be
added, is largely free of the heavy and irrttating sarcasm that permeates much of
the Dixamsiness references to the Keanes, The seporter even refrains from makiong
the abvious conclusion that Henry mighe have heen drnk,

Keane stayed in the Kinnavane cabin all night, departing only with daylighr,
Later on in the morning, he accosted the reporter, threatening that if he published
his name or that of his brother, Marcus in connection with the evictions, three
hundred ejectment notices would be served inmediately on ‘the most respectable
persons in Meelick’.? More extravagant threats followed m a semi-coherent
monologue, punctuated with the waving of a stick. and ending with the now
familiar refrain that Henry was 'the poor man’s friend.

Within a few days, Henry Keane completed the evictions, this time under
the watchful eye of a force of police from local stations, who stood by with
bayoneted rifles. Their presence was unnecessary: the local people were so much
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"beyond resistance that numbers of them pleaded with the reporter not to publish

details of the evictions, m order to prevent their houses bemg levelled. At the
Kinnavane cabin, the dying widow was taken out by two of the levellers, after
which the hiouse was reduced to rubble. On the same day, nine fanulies, totalling
48 persons, were ejected at Meelick, in the Examiners phrase, ‘hunted hike rats'

from their homes.”s

Muarcis Keane in West Clare
About two fifths of the lands conuolled by Marcus Keane — 60,000 acres by his
own reckoning - were sitnated in the Kilrash Union, a very large portion of

which he therefore conolled.™ 1t was here, probably, that clearances by Marcus
were maost densely concentrated; and certainly it was the Kilrush evictions that

carned hisn greatest notoricty,

Source material for the listory of the Kilrush Union at this period of the
Farnine is vich, more so perhaps than for any other Irish Poor Law Union. This is
so particularly in relation to eviction statistics, which are detmled and, as far as it 1

possible to judpe, comparatvely accurate.”? According to the most authorittive of
these stutistics, in the period between November 1847 and the middle of 1850,

some 14,364 persons in the Union were pum.mt:ntlv rentoved from their homes
amid scenes that replicated many hundred-fold “the dreadful expericnce of the

Meelick teaanes,?

it was 1w Apeil of 1848, that Captain Kennedy, the Poor Law inspector at
Kilrush, began to compile decails of the evictions that had_taken place in the
Union sinee his arrval there the previous November.?” Kennedy's data_gathering

wis_closely monitored by the Poor Law Commissioners, whose cancern was not

with the hwmanitarian aspects of the Kilrush clearances, but with the possibility
thit landlords were illegally dumpingg their surplus tenantry on the Uniop's
overburdened resources.® As the evictions continued to escalate over the next
year, Kennedy kept adding to Tis tally, and i the sununer of 1849 the evictign
tibles, topether with extvaces from his letters and reports o the Connpissiongps
were published i a blue book. B!

The publication: of Kennedy's reports and statistical returns gave ro informed
apinion iy Britain, for the st tine, some sdea of the gigantie scale of the hunian
tragedy unfolding iz bretand, and not juse at Kitrush. Clare tindowners, predicrably,
were outraged, and landlords in the Kilrush Union fele themselves to be so
unjustly maligned that they held a meeting to discuss how best to respond. In the
ctiel, if we are to believe the Limerick wrd Clare Exaniner, our only source for the
meeting, prudence dictated that no action be taken.¥?

OF all those implicated 1n Kennedy's published returns, only Marcus Keane

L il

)
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chose to respond. Me did so through a petition 1o the Flonse of Commone, il e

something that could hardly have beesr more caleulated 1o desy attention to s Furved ool

conduct,” In his petition, Macus Keane dechired thae Kennedy's accounts of the i

evictions were prossly exagperated and Tos tables of evictions nddled wih
inaccuracics. Fle demanded an inguiry, and his demand was echoed, for complerely ' fee Dl
opposing reasans, by ather sources, including the newspapers and coneerned ] AT
pliilanthropists in England ¥ i b e

Accordingly, 2 Sefeet Conmunittee was appomted toinguire into the adonn F bt thos

istration of the Kilrush Union and the canses of the destitution that ohtained { v

there. The Commnuttee, swhich was chaired by the vadieal M P, Pouletr Sevope, si e [ES)
3 Illl'!l\l'

during Jone and July 1850 Among the evidence thae cmerged duving the conra i

of its proceedings were the sitisties with which this secnon hegan® There o Paeel Ja

certain wrony inthe faet that the very existence of reliable cviction statisties and the INTITTYRE
exposition of the orrors et Ty behind them, s doe, at least i pare, o Mo T TR
Keane himeelr, ] A
1 I I TR

[ e o
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Maens KKeane aind the Serope Conmitier

Marcus Keane performed canfidentty before the Scrope Committer, I

i il e

presenting Ins arguments with vehemence, and with apparent conviction
Reiterating the charges of gross exapgeration and inaccuracy cantained in s

Il
L ! 1
! el
i

petition, he maintained that only hall the number of evictions caimed by
Kennedy had taken place, Tle aceepied that Kennedy had ot exaggerated 1he
depth of the prevailing distress in the Kilrush Union, but held that this arose fiom

the failure of the potato crop, and was not due 1o the comduer of the Tindlords.

He produced specific evidence that refaced, plansibly, much ol Kenoedss
published evidence regading the evictions amd hovse Tevellings auributed to him,
and he cast doubt oo the eredibulity of some of those emplayed I Kennedy in the

collection of eviction data ¥
But however vigorously Maicus presented his case, he could not deny that e

had carried out evictions on an enormons seale, and his stification for these
fearsomely straightforvard, In Jis version of things, he had only evicted persons
who Dad not pad their rents, and who were Tvings on ‘deserted. non-praductive’

| ETHA G

I think if ciectments had not been made, and i the lmd had not Been eiken ap fiom

paupers in time, and put into the hands of men who were eapable of cultivating o

and tnrned to sonte advantage, complete rom as well as disorder would have been the

result 1o the comntry; and an entire failure of produce; and 1 helieve too, that if those

people lad not been removed completely fom the possession of the Lind, and
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many cases from the possession of houses, the result would be dhat the good tenants
would leave the land and leave the country; that every man that could go would

remove himself,

The ‘gooad’ tenants, he believed, would have left because of the plundering of their
property by 'pauper’ tenants.?™ When 1t was suggested to him that non-payment of
rent was not the fault of evicted persons, he agreed readily, but managed to imply
in an added qemark that those he evicted were lazy tenants *‘who had lived on in
listless idleness from one year to another’.?! His attitude to ‘pauper’ tenants was
expressed elsewhere in a passing reference to the accupiers of a hut he had thrown
down, as ‘eight or nine robbers’ who preyed on their neighbours.¥? *“When peaple
become poor) he declared later on, ‘they very often become dishonest, to supply
the very calls of their nature; and when they are seattered about on the townlands,
they have more opportunities of exercising their propensities’.*

He refused to entertain the tdea chat evicted tenants had suffered any
detertoration in their condition; they were no less or more paupers now than they
lind been before” On the other hand, since the evictions, an improvement had
taken place in the appearance of the countryside, and there was now ‘a better and
more industrious class of men in possession of the land in the Kilrush Union than
betore’ .Y )

Neither did Marcus accept that his primary motivation in evictions had been
the improvement of the estate ‘without consideration of the circumstances of the
tenant. ‘' say’, he declared, "that there was more consideration for the feelings and
wants of the poor people who were rentoved than there was for an increase of

income’, %

The Exterminator General of County Clare

Only once in his examination by the Scrope Committee did Marcus Keane
come near to acknowledging that excesses might have occurred during the
clearances. This was near the close of his testimony when he was asked if ic was his
opinion that, however painful the process of ejectment on a large scale might have
been, it was necessary for restoring the prosperity of the Unton after the effects of
the Famine. He agreed fully, adding:¥?

Nobody has felt more than I have done the painful duty of executing those evictions.
[ judge that a great deal was left to my own discretion about what was to be done,
and it in any respect too much was done, I feel that [ am responsible for it in many of
the properties, not all, bue I felt that it was absolutely necessary for the interest of the

country as well as the interest of private properties.
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I there were those among his hearers who were ready to accept this statement at
face value, or who did not see through the tssue of contradictions, half-truths il
evasions that make up so much of Marcus's testitmony, other witnesses were abbe to
challenge it to devastatng effect. Qne witness in particular, Francis Collee, wis
uniguely gqualified in Uns regand, Coffee was hiself a Laind apent, who had carried
out evictions in the Kilrush Union, and who possessed an antimate Jocal kpow-

tedpe to rival Marcus's own "
It_was Coflee who, at Captain Kennedy’s behest, had compiled the evietion

figures given above, and revealed also that in e same period Keane had evicted
same 2B00 individuais, exclusive of 67 funilics who were allowed remain as

‘caretakers’ ™ According to Cotlee, Marcus had leveled o fess than 500 hooses, 1

the caretaker families - all of them were ultimately destined for_eviction = are

included, then according to Collee’s estimate, Marcus Keane was responsible lor

the unhousing of 20 per cent ol all persons evicted in the Kilrush Union, i
In all this it must be remenmbered that Marcus Keane had evicted extensively in

all the other Unions situated withim the boundaries of Counry Clare, te an extent
that must have exceeded significantly those he carried outin Ilrush. When this is
taken mnto consideration, then it is clear that the devisive title, “Che Exterminator

General of Clare, bestowed on him by the Linevick and Clue Exangiver, 15 an apt

one, M

Tite Lamd Agent

Considered purely as a land agent, Marcus Keane had much to recommend
hun; from his wide experience of estate management, to his clear ideas on the
improvement of properties ander his control, and his determination to cfleer
them, We may well believe that be pursued with vigour the goals of which he tells
us incidentally m his testimony before the Scrope Committee: the replacement of
bad tenants by good, the consolidation of holdings, the remodelling of farms, and
the creation of a strong mdustrious class of tenant farmers, When he condemns the
*fearfully evil” conacre system of land holding, and presents himself as having
strugyled for years against the primitive Rundale system of collective Tarming, we
can believe this also.'™ His assurances to the Committee that rents on the proper-
ties under his management were comparatively low, are confirmed by Fr. Mechan,
the parish priest of Carnigaholt, who was certainly no friend of his."™ And one
does not have to endorse the Clre Journals description of Marcus in 1851 as ‘one
of the best and most indulgent agents in the county. to realise that lor his
employers, e was an eminently successful one who modernised their properties
and salvaged their revenues. 1 )

But a5 we have seen, this programme of estate consolidation was purchased at
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the price of incslculable human suffering, social dislocation and depopulation,
horrific large-scale mortality and lasting psychological injury. Had Marcus been an

adherent of some form of political cconomy, his overall attitude, encapsulated in a
cold-blooded aside to the Scrope Committee that *the country has Had to go
through a fearful ordeal,’ could not have more graphically illustrated the bank-
ruptey of the creed.™ In s entique of his parliamentary petition, indeed, the
Limerick aind Clare Examiner, wondered that Marcus did not hold the ‘Cork chair of
Political Economy at the Queen’s University'. 195

However, there is no evidence to show that Marcus had any acquaintance with
political economy, or even that he possessed the slightest capacity for intellect-
ualisation. Some of his writings, indeed, reveal a rather shaky grasp of the basics of
literacy. 1™ Marcus, after all, was no more than an opportunistic lid agent with the

mrrowest perspective posiible on his foncuon.

Prosperity and Proselytism: Keane Estates it Post-Fanne Tinigs

If a certain improvement mr hving standards was evident on Keane-controlled
estates in the periad after the clearances had ended, so too was an atmosphere of
gnawing anxiery and fear. Those tenants who, by the hazards of fate, had survived
evictions and house levellings, and emerged from the estate consolidation process
with their holdings enlarged, had to measure their survival agaiase the accusing
ghosts of their former neighbours who had not, and whose land they now held.
Survival on Marcus's terms made these tenants his creatures, and during the 18508
an unsubtle intimidation was exercised to bend them to his will in matters ranging
from voting for landlord candidates at elections, to sending their childrgn to_estate
schools that purveyed his particular brand of evangelical Protestantism.!?” One can

only wonder at the psychological burden carried by these tenants and their

fanilies,

The story of the proselytising campaign carried out by ‘Marcus Keane and
wembers of his immediate family in west Clare has been told many times
before /" However, since previous writers on the subject have concentrated on the
most dramatic episode of the campaign, the famous incident of the *Little Ark of
Kilbaha, this has served to obscure the fact that the campaign was much more
widespread than the Ark story would suggest. Recent research has shown that
proselytising activity extended to Keane properties in the Ennis area also; there are

indications of it at Kilrush as well, 109

But regardless of its extent, the proselytising campaign was no more a moral
crusade on Marcus Keane's part than his estate consolidation could be said to
constitute applied political economy. Little in the way of deep-seated ideological
commitment lay behind the souper activity in County Clare, which faded quickly
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with the collapse of the overall evanpelical campaign that had helped sustain it. By
the early 1860s, Marcus was even contributing to the chapel-building progranmne
of the Catholic Chureh in Clare, which, apparently, had no seruples about
aceepting his donations.""* The only victims left behind - almost casually - by the
souper campaign were the unfortunate converts, who were either forced to
emigrate or re-conform, or wha remained scorned and osuacised for years on the

margins of their communities.

Later Years

Those activittes that made Marcus Keane notorious took place over a relatively
short period in his refative youth spanaing the years hetween the earliest evictions
in_1847 and the end of the evangelical campaign in the mid-T850s, At_the latter
date, e was just forty years of age, and for several more decades continued to act

as ageat for the Westby and Conyugham estates. For much of this period, he lived
quictly at Beech Park, and at Dooadahling Kilbaha, in the ssanmer. At Doondahilin,
there is evidence of a happy, even idyllic family life."" If one were to judge by
references to his kindness to Conyngham and Westby tenants during the famine of
the early 18605, it might even seem possible that Marcus’s demeanour towards the
lower orders had changed in these decades also.!2

in Marcus's activities over these years, there is wmiuch that, in another individual,
might be said to reflect a harmless eccentricity. Puring the 1860s, for example, he
interested himself in antiquarian matters, developing a hypothesis that the round
towers of tenth-century Ireland were built by a pagan race he called the ‘Cuthites!
In 1866, on a tour to Kilkenny in search of evidence for this bizarre theory, he
suffered the indignity of being arrested 1 mistake for a2 wanted Fenian leader, 113
On another journey, to ltaly, in 1872, Marcus was reportedly presented to the
pope, and narrowly escaped invnolation during an eruption of Mount Vesuvius, 'H

In 186GR, the Cutlute absurdity was enshrined in print, in a book entidled tawrrs
and Temples of Ancient beland, which was profusely illusteated with engravings
cribbed from Petrie. The few authorities that bothered to review the hook
dismissed it as a farrago of speculative nonsense. V'S Nothing daunted by this
criticism, Marcus continued with his idiosyncratic researches into the early 1880s,
At the time he died, he had begun to construct a mausolewm at Beech Park,
whose renmnins still reveal the mark of his strange antigquarian obsessions, '8

The_extent to which these obsessions are part of an overall pattern thae
includes his abnormal fixations in relation to clearances and proselytising activities
is a question that is perhaps best left to the student of psychology. At any rate,
hgpeath the apparently harmless eccentricity, the Exterminator General_of Clare
still lurked, In the early 1860)s, Marcus carried out a series of evictions in Kilke%
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cjecting large numbers of tenants after the expiration of a lease of part of the town

i 1859, In the first phase of the evictions, 74 dwellings were emipiied of their
occupants and levelled. An element of particular vindictiven

behind the Kitkee evictions, in_that they were carried out, partially ac Jeast i\

revenge for a shiyzhe to Lord

Francis Conyngham, son of hys

LHS7. 017

cinplover, duringe an election m

Last Ewrthly Triluites

When Marcus died in
Ocwober 1883, the Clae Jowrnal
publlished & short "obituary
notice which praised the ‘sound
sense, sagacity and earnestness’ of
s ‘kand and generous baindlord
and agent” " Large nwmnbers of
the county geniry and the
business community of Ennis
attended the foneral a few days
later, as well as hundreds of the
‘respectable tenant-farmers’ from
Keane-managed estates, some of
whom travelled long distances in
order to pay their respects.'W ‘le
was meet’, the Jourual reflected,
‘that the last earthly tribute paid : :
to so popular a man showld  Guye of Marcus Keane in the burisl ground at
bear some proportion to the  Beech Park.

usefulness of his life'.

The descendants of Mareus’s victims marked his passing with a tribute of an
citirely different kind, as we have seen from the ineident in which his remains
were stolen froun the burial vaulr. The remains were to be recovered under
circumstances as strange as their disappearance, and, indeed, the whole episode
iight be seen as an appropriate epilogue to a life that had had its full share of
oddity.

Marcus’s remams had been interred at Kilmaley cemetery, on a temporary
basis, pending the completion ot his mausoleum at Beech Park. Interred alongside
was the coffin of a family poverness numed Barnes, who had died some months
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previously.!® In September 1884, workinen sent to remove the lead-lined coflin
of Miss Barnes and Marcus Keane to the new burial site at Beech Pak found the
vault empty. The entry stone had been replaced, leaving no clue as o when the
desecration had happened. The Keane fmily rejected the notion that the theft of
e renains was related o Marcus'’s notorious pase, and preferred as an explanation
a supposed local superstition that forbade the transfer of remains from one
cemcetery to another. The country people, who kanew what had happened, were
reported to be extraordinarily ‘reticent” on the subject,'?!

Afier a ume the sensation died dova, and in 1887, when Fr. Patrick Whate,
the parish priest of Miltown Malbay, referred to the disinterment in a bitey
retrospective article about the souper conflicts in west Clare, they were sl
unaccounted for.'?? [n his article, White does not identify Marcus by nane,

referrmngr instead to ‘a local litle despot, wha lived near Ennis” who_was the
‘puiding spirit’ of the souper campaign. One particularly avgry passagecescribes
how 'the agent’s own hands’ had wielded the crowbar that smashed the aliar of a
tenporary church in Kilbaha, and it is followed by the comment that ‘where those
hands are now, not all the police intelligence, nor the rewards offered can
discover”. ' Behind White's professed condenmation of the "barharous act.” one &1
distinguish, if not satisfaction, then certainly an_implicit notion_of providentigl
retribution.

In October 1891, cight years after the discovery of the empty vaulr, grave-
diggers engaged in re-opening an adjacent plot were astonished to find, just
underneath the soil, the stacked coffins of Marcus Keane and Miss Barnes.'24 As
before, there were no clues as to what had happened or when. An explanation for
this apparendy insoluble mystery is supplied by local oadition, which idemntifies
seven men local men as the perpetrators. Their original mtention had been to
remove the body of Marcus Keane from the coffin and throw it in the nearby
river, This plan was aborted, accordity to this version of events, when they failed
to apen the heavy lead-lined coffin, whose enornous weight made it too heavy to
carry to the river.}2 There was also the complicating factor of the coffin of Miss

Barnes, towards whose remains they intended no disrespect. Indeed, the fact that
the men removed both colfing froms the vault suggests that they were unable o
distinguish between them in the dark. At any rate, instead of abandoning the
coffins where they lay, they eventually decided to re-bury them in the nearby
grave, relying on the disturbance of the soil in a recent burial to hide their deed.

NOTES ANIY REFERENCES
1 The folk tradition of the west, of course, preserves a general association of Marcus

Keane with the savagery of Famine-era evictions. The association of his brother,
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Henry, with them is even stronger. Information from Paddy Nolan,
Carrowbloughmore House, Kilkee,
H, Montgomery-Massingbred (ed.), Bmke’s frish Family Records (London, 1976),

p. 652,
For nickname, see Burkes Irish Family Reconds; for popularity of Long Bob, sce Glare

Joitraral, 12 December 1842, Limerick and Clare Examiner, 12 April 1848,

Kieran Sheedy, The Clare Elections (Dun Laoghaire, 1993), p. 461

C.J1, 11,29 March 1841,

Correspostdence  relating o the Measures Adupted for the Relief of Distess in - Ireland
(Boand of 1WWorks Series) Fivst Part, p. 308; Corrcipondence relating to the Measiores Adopited

for the Refief of  Dustress in Irclund (Connvissariat Series), Second Part, p. 203; Limerick

Chromicle, 28 Marcl, 29 April T840, LGOS 15, 29 April 18465 €, 27 April 1846,
€20, 20 july 1846, Mulling described Westby as 'the bese and most kind-hearoed
charitable Lindlord, cnd Keane as lus "beaevolent’ agent.

CJ., 18 January, | February 1847,

C.J.. 18 February 1847,

Burke's Irish Family Reconds, p. 653,

C.J 20 December 1847

See Ciarin O Murchadha, Seble Wups Over the Land, Ennis, County Clare, and its
Wider Comunenity during the Grat Famine (Ennis, 1998), pp. B7-89, 91-97, 111-113,
For Wynne see also Cormac O Grada, Black 47 and Beyond, the Great Irish Famine
(PDublin, 1999), pp. 59-6Y.

Keane, for example, persuaded Fishbourne that tenants were hiding their sezd in
order to obtain free supplies from the government, Correspomdence. .. Comnissariat
Series, Second Part, p. 203,

He did however contribute to the Ennis and Kilmaley relief commitrees.

See Cenewl Viluntion of Rateable Property in liehosd, Evnistanon Union, Valuation of the
Severad Tenenmans comprised an the above-nomed Union sitaie w1 the Cousty of Clare,
Tagh Payishi, p. 44.

Figures are derived from Retrne of Ciwaers of Lanid of Oue Acre and apivards in the
Several Conntics, Conntties of Citfes, and Cavathes of Towms in freland  (Dublin, 1876).
These properties do not appear to have changed appreciably in size in the
intervening period.

Minntes of Evidence tuken before the Select: Committee on the Clare Election  Petition;
together iwith Proceedings of the Conmmittee (1853), p. 20.

Report of Her Muajesips Connnissioners of Tnguiry into the Working of the Landlord  and
Tewant (lrelomd) Act, 1870, wid tlie Acis Amending the Same (Londan, 1881), p. cxxvii.
Retnen of Oiwners of Land, p. 110,

2 James S. Donnelly, The Laud avd People of Niveteenth Centiery Corke (Dublin, 1975),
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P 173 Repent fioan the Seteet Conmistee o Kiliosh Union, together wath the Preeedings of 1 | I Novemt

the Conmmittee, Momites of Evadenee, Appendiz, and Tidex (London, 1RS8), p. 196 It P, pp M, 3
21 Paeick White, B Proselytian in West Clue: A Reetrospect,” in The hish Eoelesivtind ' (L

Record, third series, vol. viii, no. 5 (May 1887), p. 415. I o 1RAT,
22 Agnacius Murphy, A People Stueved, Life and Death in 10 Cline, 18451851 (Dublin, I i o PN R

1996), . 53. ! el Archive

23 James S Donnelly, "The Famine Clearanees in the Rilrash Union, pp. 1, 60 1 am

grateful to Prafessor Donnelly for perimission to cite from this inviluable unpublich L Do, 26 Apr

ed paper. The Kilrush clearances are also dealt watlt in Proll Dannellys foetheoning It F el 1B

book, The Creat Irish Potate Famine, 1o he published io Spring 20001 et ' s min
2 Cirn O Murehadha, *One Vist Alattoir, County Clne, 181819 in Hhe i !

Clare, vol, 21 (1997), pp. 65-06. i LN P EHR TS
25 Donnelly, Kilrosh Clearances! p. |1, I i LR S £
26 For this fear, see L.&.C.E, 3 November 1847, 1 e Leane
27 Bonnelly,‘Kilrush Clearances, p. 6; Repoit on the Kilrasht Union, pp. 225,231 i T FTER T
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L.GCIE, 18, 24, 29 Noventher 1548,

Reports and Retinns, pp. 37, 38, -1

C.J, 10 May 1849,

L.G.CE, 31 Mach 1847,

Marcus Keane to T.N. Redington, 25 April 1848; Report of Sub-Inspector
Donovan, Natonal Archives of lreland, Outrage Repores, Clare, 1848, 5/380,
5/319., ‘

Keane to fedington, 25 Aprid 1848, Donovan Report, QL Clage, 57319,

L.&.C L, 22,25 March 1848,

The catalogne contans minor errors of addition; acual figures and estimates are

mingled togerher,

The Piter, 29 March 1848.

Donovan Repart; L.G.CE B April T84,

Reference is made o Keanes version in the connty inspector’s letter of instruetion
to Donwvan, Covaty Inspector Ruthing 1o Donovan, 5 April 1848, O, Clare,
1818, 5/319,

Clare Journal, 3 April 1848, Redington to Keane, 16 April 1848; Keane to
[Redington, 25 April 1848, O.IL., Clare, 1848, 5/380,

Donovan Report.

€], 3 April 1848,

Keane to Redington, 25 April 1848, O.R., Clare, 1848, 5/380.

Ibid.

Drivers were seouts for rent collectors and evicting teams; keepers were hired to
watch growing crops, in order to prevent insolvent tenants from harvesting and
disposing of them,

Keane to Redingean, 25 April 1848, O, Clare, 1848, 5/380).

White, ' Proselytism in West Clare, p. 415.

L.&C.E., 13 September 1848,

L&GCE, 2 December 844,

L. 16 December 848,

For references to Dan Sheedy, sce L& C.E., 8 April 1848; 25, 29 August, 29
September 1849,

For Davoren’s background, see C.J, 29 January 1846; L.&. C.E., 14 February 1849,
L& C.E, 2 December 1848, The Lxaminer would use the term *slaughterers of
houses’ as a term of derision [ater, see L.&.C.E., | September 1849,

L.&.CEL, 28 February 1849,

Minntes of Bvidence taken before the Seleet Committee on the Clare Election Petition,
tagether with e Proceedives of the Committee (1853}, p. 1Y,

L.&.C.E., 14 February 1849,
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LECE, 20 February 1849,

[siad,

See Chue Election Perition, pp, 7-33.

L.GCE., 28 Februay 1849,

Marcus Keane would retnen o Meelick in May to disiain for unpand aent, aml
October, a further ronnd of evictions took phice there when the lease on b
middlenian frm expived, LG T, 16 May, 13, 17 October 1849,

Rept e the Kitush Unifon, p. B,

Donnelly, “Kileush Clearanees, p. 2.

Danmelly, "Kileush Clearanees p, 5; Repent on the Kitueh 1 lion, p. 2 E

Captain Kennedy to Poor Law Commisioners, 1.3 Apnl 19I5, Repoves ad Ri
. O

Commissioners ta Kennedy, 15 Apnil I818, Reports and Retmns, I (e

Repuorts ard Renrns velating to vicsions in the &Kilwsh 1 ltion (Lowdon, [R49).
LGCIE, 1 Aupust 1849,

Keane's petition was published wthe Clire Jomnal, 20 August 1849, Details wipe
alsa published n the Limerick and Clare Examine together with o sativica
conmentary, L & CUE T 1S, 18, 22 Avgust 1849, The RIANUSCOIPE peiition is i
the papers of Sir Lucius O'Brien, who presented the: petition to the House ol
Commons on his behalf, National Library of Ireland, lnchiquin Papers, 4632,
L&CFE, 18 August 1849,

Report from the Sefect Connnittee on the Kiluesh Ehiion, tagether with the Proveedings of the

Commitiee, Mivutes of Evidenee, cbppendin and hndex: (1 LC, July 1850).
Report on Kifrusle Uion, pp, 86< 1004, TRY-1906,

Report on Kilyush Ulnio, pp. 87,88, 98, 1172,

Report o Kilpush Ution, pp, 95,90, 193, 195,

Report on Kilonsh Ubiion, pp. 89, 90,

Repart our Kilnash Ulition, p, B9,

Repurt on Kilrusdy {hiian, p, o0,

Report an Kiteasly Untion, p. 97,

Report on Kittslr Union, p. 196

Dannelly,‘Kilrush Clearances, P 2% Repout on Kiliish Ubvion, p, 98,
Report on Kilishe Uion, p. 89,

Report on Kilrusht Union, p. Y5,

Report an Kifrush Ulion, p. 196,

See Dounelly, Kilrush Clearances, p. 4 Report o Kilinsh Urionr, p. 217
Report on Kilrish Ubnon, p. 2240,

L& CLE 29 March |R48,

Report on Kitwush Union, pp. 100, 1012,
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Meehan repeated this on severdl vecasions. In s letter published i the Limericke and
Clire: Examiner, (30 Januacy 1850) he stated that rents on the Westby estate near
Kilrush were one third those on the adjoeining Vandeleur property. He told the
Scrope Commmittee that rents were lower and the tenantey much better off in
Kilballyowen, the western districe of bis parish, controlled almost in its entirery by

Marcus Keane, than 1o neighbouring Moyarta, Report on the Kilrush Union, pp. 104-

105, 10,
CJ., 18 Seprember 1851,
Report anr Kilpesh Union, p. 102,

L& 15 August (849,
The Limerick amd Clare Examiner, for example, made great denisive use of the spelling

anad syntactical howlers that litter bis petition to Parliamene, L& C.E 1,15, 18,22
Aupust 1849,

Sve, for example, the evidence of tenants Luke Hanrahan, Stephen Browne and
Michael McMahon ar the Selert Connmittee Inguiry inte the Clare Election Petition
(1853), pp. 49, 63, 75. For Marcus Keane'’s proselytising activities, see Ignatius
Murphy, Fr. Michael Mechan and the Ark of Killaha (Ennis, 1980).

Most thoroughly in Murphy', Fr Michae! Meehan and the Ark of Kilbaha.

O Murchadha, Suble Wings over the Land, pp. 235-237; C.J., 5 June 1854,

.1, March 1863.

This emerges from a family diary, in private hands,

C.J. , 23 December 1861, 28 April, 28 July, i5, 23 December 1862, 8 june, 23
December 1863,4 January 1864,

C.J., 26 February 1866.

C.1L, 13 May, 17 June 1872
Towwers and Tewples of Anciemt Ireland, their Origin and History Discussed from A New

Poiut of View (Dublin, 1867). For reviews of this volume, see Dublin University
Magazine, January 1868, pp 106-115, March 1868, pp. 328-335; The Irish Bnilder,
vol.x, no. 200 (April 1868), pp. Y1-92; Irish Ecrclesiastical Record, vol. v (186Y),
pp. 375-384.

The surrounding wall, all that was ever built of this edifice, forms a great semi-
cirenlar enclosure backing onto a deep precipice. It bears a marked resemblance to
pre-historic structures such as Cabercomumaun in the Busren, or Din Aengus in
Aran, which Marcus would have been fanuliar with. Had he been mformed that
such structures were fortifications and had no fimereal function at all, it would
probably have made no difference to Marcus. [ am grateful to Mr. Eddie Lough for

this aperp.
See [gnativs Murphy, ‘A Town for Sale, Landlord-Tenant Relations in Kilkee in the

1860s" in Dal gCois, vol. 10 (1991), pp. 21-35.
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20H) Counry CLARE STUILS L 3
18 CL, 1 November 1883, If
119 CJ., 5 November 1883, !
1200 C.J., 18 September 1884, The vault belonged to the long-vanished Builos ol 0
Strasburgiy, 3 funtly to whom the Keanes claimed kinship, : ;
121 L., 16 September TRRA; ¢, 18 September 1HE4, E: 4
122 White, 'Prosclytism in West Clare pp. 4 11-421, b - G
123 White, Proselytism i West Clare, p. 418, :'
124 CJ. 5 October 1891, -
125 Information from Colin Casey, Beech Park, .
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